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FRESSIMNGFIELD PARTSH PLAN SURVEY 2003-4

IMTRODUC
Why a Parish Plan Survey?

In every community thers ore thonkfully those who ere concernad that
thie views and wishes of residents are censidered whenever plans for
facilities, services, and the fulure size of the community, are made.

Tt would hordly be surprisivg if people felt they hod no input info the
planning pracess. This might be provision of key services such as Police,
Fire, or Ambulance, the pressurs on Locel Government to allow housing
development, or it might be provision of Sporis and Laisure facilities
organised and managed by lacal people.

The Countryside Agency Vital Villages scheme provides funding fer
communities o produce local survays thet enchle evidencz To be collected
s0 thal planners, whether in Local Government or Logal Clubs and
Societies, understand the concerns and inferests of residents on a range
of issues.

At o Public Meeting held in Fressingfield presentaiions were maode by The
Couniryside Agency, fiid Suffolk District Council, and Suffolk ACRE. A
fully independent Steering Group was formed and successfully epplied for
Countryside Agency funding Together with ¢ confribution from the Porish
Council. This report is the result of the work oF the Steering Group it is
hoped That the data It confains will impect on a rangz of issues in the
future,

How the survey waos designed and corried out

Fortunately it was not necessary for the Steering Group fo reinvent the
wheel'. Spensered by Cheltenhom & Gloucester Ple. software is available
rontaining a large number of questions on e wide range of Topics.

Tt was a challenge, and ook o considerable amount of time and debate,
far the Steering Group 1o agree aworkable findl document which
everyene believed would hove credibility and endble o represeniative
respanse to be obiained.
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With the aid of extra volunieers, a copy of the survey form was delivared
1o each of the 470 houssholds in Fressingfisld Parish. The return of 257
completed forms is regarded as o very good resporse fo This Type of
SUTVEY.

Qur young people were not forgotien and 47 out of 100 coples of a
separafe quastionnaire specifically designed for the 10 ~ 16 age group
were returned,

The Report

The %‘%% are enobles inpat ond analysis of dota from the {orms, This
Talls into two dis ;ﬁi:? sactions. One is designed fo provide information at
an irdividisa! level 29, age, length of residency, ete. The second collecis
spinion on a canye of geoerally locd issues. All on e Totally anorymous
bagis, This ong gaat? data is summarised in sections 7, 8, and 9 of ihiy
report while in szction 10 we record o range of fypicd frechand’
comments: if would toke many more poges fo publisn oll of these - but
virtually all were printablel

50, we have manoged To give everyone the chance to be consulied and it is
the hape of every Steering Group menber thal in the future
Fressingfield people will feel that their vizws hove redlly made o
difference. Tn Seciion 1 we Yist fopics fron this survey which might Torm
the basis of future "Action Plans’,

Acknealedgements of help we received from many people will be found in
section 3 but T must alse record my personal thanks 1o all past and
present members of the Steering Group. Thanks are alse des to our
excellant Team of volunteers who delivered ond collecied the
guestionnnires, and this report, whatever The weather. Finally, my thanks
to the peaple of Fressingfisld for teking part.

Eric Barnden
Steerivg Group Chnirman
Movember 2004



The Parish Plan Steering Group Team

Choipmar: Fric Barnden
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Ken Blair,
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their thapks for the invaluable help oF the following:
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Joanne Regers
Commurity Development Officer
Aid Suffoll District Council

*
Amzite Gray & Sarch Richards

Dural Services Officers
Suffolk ACRE
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The Volunteers
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Pat Willinmson
But
Above ail
The People of Fressingfield
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From District Councillor George Frost

Hewpland Fann
Mewr Street
Fressinglield
r"ﬂ,.

Suffolk P21 5PN

Mavember 2004

Matiry ways are being sonpil to velve o ople il process iy which decisions are
made about the commumtics it which thoy live, E’f‘upt quifte rightly want roose say
over issues which wifl affed whers they itt;t,-._ thoir guality of big, s the
environment.

‘The Vil Vitlages Intliptive hus given the people of Fresst inpficid the chanee o take
pot 11 Ehis SIHVEY which has wle atified o number of key tssses | warnty ihank and
gonpgraiulate those who coptributed 1o the Parish Plan Survey iis; CHICOME 15 2
docwnent which reflects a wide range of ppinions and !f!t‘ﬂtifik‘r Dingrilant 1SS,
These issues can now be taken lonsand as Acting Plans, To what exlent these can be
wanslated into avtion where variins irﬁﬁa;f: have respossibility and how we shiould
cesolve whatever conflicts may anss e ¢ sqeiting ehatlenges fo bo met

In any cuse he cseroise iy mnast vaheble and shondd be smstrnctive 1 commuiibes {ar
bevond F ressinofield and Bd Suftnik

CGeorpe Frost
adid Suifolk Distact Connalior
Fressingiield Wasd
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FRESSINGFIFLD - AN ACTIVE VILLAGE

The first modern sign, depicting "The
Pitgrim on his Way' wos financed by
monies lefT over from the Coronation
celebrations of 1953, A former
Fressingfield resident. Mr Adrian Ryan,
who Faught ot Goldsmiths ollege in
tondon, designed the sign. The subject
was chesen oz, ia earlier days, pilgrims
passed through the villege, In recent
years, young pilgrims, carvying a cross o
Walsingham duering Holy Week, have
continued the fradition of visiting
Fressingfield and pauszing af the porish
church of 5t Pefer end 51 Paul fo pray
and foke refreshment. A aew sign, again
depicting a pilgrim and his dankey wos
unveiled ag port of The Queens Golden
Jubiles in 2002: the older iron sign now
tokes pride of place in The village school.
Fressingfield is a Villoge in High Suffolk with a population of over nine
hundred people, many of whom moved inta the area from London, the
South-East, and the Home Counties, following elecirification of the
-ailway line betwzen Norwich and London - Liverpeo] Street in The 1980s,
hese Tamilies live hoppily alovaside members of long established local
emiiies, some of whose names can be traced back for generations.

Hey

o

Fressingfield remains an agricuttural community: virtually sll fand is still
farmed although this is now predominanily arable and pig farming
following the demise of dairy farming in recent years, Nevertheless many
people now frovel out of the villege o find work in places such as Diss,
Harlesion, Lowestoft, Tpswich, Norwich, even London, Foe many
cottmuiing is simply o chosen way of life.

Despite recent growth, Fressingfield remains very much a village
cammunity. The building of a now primary school in 1996, 1o which o
tarsery Unit was loter added mokes the villege atiractive to young
famailies,
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Abave: Fressingfield Primary Schoot

Childeare facilities ore olso provided by Tiddiywinks hursery, and a thriving
Playgroup, while other yoluntescs run pavant and toddler, Under-5's, and aftet
schoot clubs under the auspices of the Anglican and Boptist churches.

tond food end drink have aleays
fentured in the life of this village,
which once hod five Pyblic Houges,
To-day i is served by the Swan Public
Hause nad the fameus Fox and Gouse
Destourant, situated in yihot was
farmerly the Elizabethon Guildhall.

S £

. The Primary Scheol has not been fhe only development in racent years:
a new Medical Centre was also built i the village and epened i 1991
The praciice, which also has surgeries in stradbreke and t axfield covers are
of 115 squore miles A comprehensive service s offered including a dispensar
maiernity carg and family planning clinics, baby immunization, asthma, diabe!

EFE

and general health clinics,
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The spiriival life of the villoge provides worshippers with Anglican, Buphisi,
“and Methodist congregaiions: oll three deeominations regularly join tagether
under the banner title ‘Frassingfield for Christ

g

As its name implies, Fressingfield Sports and Social Club provides o
recreational venue for villagers. Aside frem requlars of the well stacked bar,
the club pavilion is home to the Bowls Club, Darts Team, and Friendly Club,
The adjaining land sees the bowling green, football pitch, Tennis courts
{recently revovoted}, and a play area For young children. Inter-village Sporis
take place on on annual basis, someiimes hosted by Fressingfield

The village hos a wide rorge of activities for all eges. In addition 1o those
already mentioned theve arg Baaver, Cuh, and Scout Groups; there are youth
activities at the Bantist Church. A Poeiry for Plzasurez group meats monthly
and the Women's Tnstitute, Roydl British Legion, fothiers Union, and aver-B0's
Luncheoa Club all thrive in this community. Aeals on Wheels are provided by
the WRYS cooked in the kitchen of the fAethodist chinrch on three mornings

each week and disiribuled by voluntesrs from the community,

Abgve: Fressinafield: The Post Oftice

age 2
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FRESSINGFIFLD HOUSEHOLDS
HOUSING
Fressingfield comprises 420 households. OF the 297 from which
completed guestionnaires were returned nearly 78% are owner occupied
Chart 1 shows The distribution of housing by type in the village: for
example nearly 50% of residents who responded o the survey live ina
detached property.

____________ |

o ey s |

;

i W%WWW@W%’MWW%WE#?/Mf?m?%?)‘ifﬁmmww

A: Detached House, B Semi Detached House, £+ Bungalow, & Terraced
House, £ Giher

Opinion is equally divided baiwesn those who favour no new development
and those who would aceept provision of between 11 and H0 new '
- properiies.

Views on the future size and shape of the village show that if additional
properties are fo be provided small groups of no more than 10 are
nreferred with the emphasis on properties for young people and the
elderly rather than execytive homes. The canversion of redundani
buildings or sites is equally favoured. A paucily of both privaie and lacal
authority rented cccommpdaiion wes noted, Larger developments and
expansion of $he villoge settlement area wos favoured by only about 20%
of respondents.

These findings ore illustrated in Chart 2-3 on the following page.
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Chort 2 - Accapiable Types of Housing Development

Acezpishie Devatopmant

(hhsnbers voting for sach Tyns)
& — Small groups, legs thon 10 (203LE - fomeer ig {’Iﬁ'f}
0 - Simgle &“"‘?lﬁ“{gs {1703
E - Largs groups, corafully designed (52

""l'i m
.;‘L“"
“‘}
it
fraa
[
e
S

Chart 3

Accomadation Neadsd

{Fhapbers voting Tor sach Typs)
- Homas for young people (249, B - Small Fumily | :*?f;;
‘?&3‘ tha Elderdy {122}, D - bo mwore homes nsaded (85), E

ek 3 Farta

(95 ¢ - %%@%ﬂ@s
- %G}‘f‘@ﬁ
supardsad housing (80).F - Homes for shugle psople (72}, & - Homes for

disabled paople (56}, H - Lorge fordly homes (8031 - Buzrubive homes {21},
J - Others {3

The existing infra structure is clready considered by many fo bz in-
ndeguate for the exisiing settlement.
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_Béaptist Chapel is a serious problem.

Mearly half of correspondents agr zed that regulor flooding including
Li‘i‘?f‘é‘-ﬁ'fﬁﬁ sewerage betwean the bottom of Harleston Hill and the

Great concern was alse expressed of the impact of further developmen
on the level of road iraffic - highlighted later in This report wnere
Trﬁns;:}arir and Road Safety issues are discussed.

ﬁm SOCTAL BEHAVIOUR
1"1’ is recoghised nowadays thot fear of crime is graater Hian mcidents c{
" crime: any who regularly aftend Porish Council mestings will hear that
crime is rave in Fressingfield. However of 481 responses 10 the survey
question on this topic 40% were concerned about vendalism and 29%
ghout theft. Hopefully the new Neighbourhood Waich Scheme orgon
by Ben Symonds and Rabin Rempley will help allay people’s fears. 1103 ?ﬁ§
gsmr*;rg that 47% were not concerned about crime af ol

it

FRESSIMGFIELD PEOME
The distribution by sge of the 623 residents declared on ’ihg 297

completed questionnaires is shown in C hart Mo, 4. There is virfually a
50/50 split beiwean the sexes,

Chart 4

Ace Disbiflndion

1115 1624 2544 4550 £064 63TE TRE4 BY

Years

Nearly 50% have fived here for betwean 1 and 15 years and nearly 20%
etween 26 and 50 years. Over 43% come herz from over 30 miles m%f“f ]
in the UK. 535 seople (out of 623) provided o reason for coming 1o five ;%
Fressingfield: ovzr 30% gave fove of village life’ while there was avery |
even spread of the remainder across different family reasons and v ﬁ{.
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WHAT THE PEOPLE SALD - PERSDONAL VIEWS OF
FRESSIMGFIELD

The 'Personal’ section of the questionnaire comprised 58 questions
desigred to enable residents to give « persona view of local services and
ather topics. In this seclion of the Survey Report we summarise the key
issues from the 297 completed forms.

ACCESS TO ADULY EDUCATION AMD LELZURE COURBESD
Adult Education and Leisure Courses are available 1o Fressingtizld

_residents at the High Schools at Harleston and Stradbrole ~ both four
" miles awoy, and at more distont cenires such os Eye, and Diss.

Fressingfield hos idea! accommmedation for both duy and evening
Fducotional and Leisure activities including the Saacroft Hall, and the
Sports & Social Club Pavilion with good ovailability during the day and
evening. Mearly B7% expressed an interes? in a wide range of topies.

Courses suggested included: Archazology, Art, Computer Skills, Keep Fir,
" Lenguages, Local History, The Environment and Mature,

BUSTNESS & LEISURE LEVELCPMENT IN FRESSINGFIELD
The guestionnaire invited visws on whether the following should be
encouraged in and around the village:
o Tourism development inclisling more Bed & Breakfast
__gﬁcﬁmms{fﬂﬁgﬂ, self-catering holiday lels and residential activity
" helidays,
" s Swoll business developrment, small scale industrial workshops, end
more jobs generally,

As can be seen from Chart No. 5 which oppears on the follewisg poge
there was genaral suppert for encouraging fourism olthough less support
for 'Salf-catering Izt and residential activity holidays’.

There was e opposition to smoll business davelopment and generation
of more jobs although a significant minority were opposed fo 'smoll seale

_industrial development’,

T has 1o be said however that 10 o certoin extent thers must be a trade
atf betwsen these two broad seciors
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" schoals {(the 'School Rur'), and car use in general are dll significant

Chart Mo, B
Business amd Leisure Development in Fressingfield

Encourzge, Yes orMdo

Humbors

A - Tourism attractions/development B - fore BAB accommodation

{ - Small business development D - &mall indusirial workshops

E - More jobs F - Self-catering holiday "Lets"
& - Residential activity holidays

ROAD SAFETY & TRANSPORT
ROAD SAFETY ISBUES
Fressingfield siraddles the BILIG link between Harlesion, on the A143
_Bury 5t Edmunds - 67, Yarmouth Road, and Framlinghom ond the A12
trunk road at Wickham Market.

Typical of Fﬁﬂ'ﬁ’? rurol villages, Fressingfield has seen a continual
hike in the volume, size, ond speed of fraffic. The generdl increase in
_housing development, mobility in employment, and centralisation of

confributory factors.

In response to concern emong residents cbout the impact of traffic o
the viliage environment Suffelk County Council, as Highways Authority, |
and Suffolk Traffic Police installed monitoring devices on the B1116 in the
heart of the villoge on three occasions during 2002-3. Over 2200 vehicle

moveinenis wers recorded in a 24 hour period! :
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Agriculiure is the predominant activity so it hos o be accepted thet
there will be deliveries and collection, movement about the local lanes of
mcreasingly large machines, and movement of livestock by lorry. All over
reads which have hardly changed since the days of the horse and corf!

The County Highways Authoriiy’s published guidance - '"The Lorry Roule
Metwork clearly shows that the B1116 from Horleston, through
Fressingfield, to Denningion, i3 not o lorry reufe: neveriheless this is nol

-enforced,

Tn seven questions the Porish Plun questionnaive sought 1o establish key
arzas whers residents agree oction is needed.

Danger Spots: vesidents were asked if they supparted action at five
locations. There were 436 vesponses with three sites being perticalorly
notorious:
Mew Sirest - Location of the villogs 'Mace’ sTore and
fhedical Centre

Fubilze Cornzr - o bling bend and crossroads on the Bill6 in
the heurt of the village en route fo the Primary School
Siradbroke Rood - egain on the roule to the School and
here o 'Crossing Patral was supported.

Spesding: 63% of respondents believe that o speeding problem exists in
Fressingfield. A further question seught fo determine where and what
speed conirol measures would be supported. A substantiel majority, 55%,
support o 20 mph speed fimit in New Street, from Jubilee Corner to

S west of the Medicol Centre together with increased police presence.

89% of households, represeniing 468 vehicles, report keeping theming
garage o af least off the rood. However 647% of respondents considered
street parking a safety risk in Fressingfield: an indication of the confiict
between pedestrians and speading vehicles.

Facilities for pedesivians, the stonderd of foohways, siveet lighting:
Opinion on these topics was distincHy polarised - and quite evenly
balanced. For example 222 thought facilities for pedestrians reasonable:
230 ih&'i%gh‘i" poor. On the'one hend many consider stragt lighting
reasensble while of 124 who rate it poor a munber do so because they
consider it pollutingl 40% say the foohways are poor for those with
disehilitizs ar manceuvring pushchairs or wheelchairs,
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TRAMSPORT LSSUES _ ,
The survey contained guestions designed o enuble residents o give the
views on transport issues, par%éc;ﬂar?y bus services,

Apart from School Bus Services, FressingTield is served by a few bus
routes gﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂi?iﬁg the village 1o Harleston and Diss and witimately,
Norwich, Tnter-City rail services run from Diss fo London - Liverpool
Stfﬁaé‘

520 responded when asked which services were used: Bus, Train, Coach,

and/or Community Bus. Tt has already been noted in this report that, -
typical of many rural villeges, commuiing is a woy of life: s can be szen |
from Chart No. & below: 137 reported fravel by train, 56 claimed fo use §
bus services with 6 further 40 foking coaches and 19 4 Conununity Bus, -

Panchors Ussy Servees

s

The invitation to rate vorious aspects of the bus service received 311
responses. These mainy identified poor choice of rovtes {74%} and

frequency of services (67%), but good or reasenable reliohitity and cost. |
A comumon view expressed wos doub¥ ahowt e viability of bus services it
- couniry oreas, 343 said they did not use public fransport.

Detaited analysis of the views obtained in this section may neveriheless
give scope j"i}r‘ an Action Plan to find ways Yo get more residents out of
their cars and anie public franspori. Since The survey was carried out ¥
RORDAHOPPA bus service, in conjunction with Suffolk County Council,
introduced a 50% reduction fo Subfolk Bus Poss holders, a benefit
previouly only available Yo Norfolk residents.
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) ?U%E.Eif & EMVIRONRAENTAL SERYICE
Health: A iﬁi‘gﬁ majority of the 635 correspondents f:uﬁfirma{i liitle
,i%flcq}ry in getting $o Medical/Dental, 2tc, facilities axd 98% hed no
}'};‘&Eﬂs{%ﬁ in collecting prescriptions, or do net curvently need this service,

?ﬂﬁi}f’ Services: A g{}i}é dyel of satisfaction was generally expressad
except for the Babby - the Cammunity Police Gfficer. At the fime of
preparation of this ijgf rt this officer, bosed af Eve, is expected jo
cover 16 villages, P%s:éﬂ? reorganisation hes led to the amalgamation of
Police and Sccial Sar}qiﬁs resources af Eye aimed af ensuring telephones
are always mdnned. The officer hos also been provided with a Radio Voice
#iail lisdo 26 that calls maoy be direcied 1o and from him {or her). Mention
h@ré/aé}* been made of restdents concerns regarding Anti-Social
Behaviour, crime ﬁﬁ%isi*i::f;, and the new Neighbourhood Wateh Schame.

Refuse Co iiati‘:aﬁ Sﬁ*ﬁwi‘ axvd Approach Hoad Cleaning: A good serviee
except for the approach rouds Yo the village which scored a higher
reasonable to poor rating no doubt in the face of the casual attitude o

_litter from vehicle accupanta,

SPORTS AND SOCIAL FACTLITIES, CLURS & ACTIVITIES
Chiby’ ‘and Activities: We appear to ba an snergetic and socioble bunch in
Fresssz’gf;a d. Of 446 who aiswered these questions, well over half
cldimes they would be happy fo participale in any sport or entertainment

ng it was made G%‘Li!ﬁi,i? in the village! Responses arg analysed below:

Activity RMa, : Actanly Bo,
Amafeur Dramatics | 40 | Keep Fid 158
Aris & Crafis 47 lieciures 130
Badminfon 17 Mortiad Aris iG
Bingo 39 1 Mult Gyim 61
Camera Club 13 HMuszical Activities 39
Cingrna/Film Clubs 39 | Scrabble & Cords Club | 12

 Computer Club 50 | Snooker/Billiards 179
Cricket Club 10 | Swimming 62
Dance Classes 49 1 Table Tennis 29
Disca's 32 | Walkers Club 34
Evening Classes {73 { Whist Drives i4
Exhibitions 37 | Wildlife Broup 30

| Gardening Club | 42 1 Yoga 34
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Substantial m%er’ﬁsa vins sz;}r'eszsgd in activities which are already
provided by Ffasa'mg{ ield bosed Clubs ie. Bowls/Carpet Bowls, Classic
Cors/fhotor- L}fﬁfﬁs Tennis. Scope here for clubs to give greater publicit
¥o their {;c?wt‘i;a&?

The §=§Q¥"‘?§ & Social Club Pavilisn: Mention has already been made of
the suitability of the Pavilion for Education and Leisure courses. 388
peaple responded to the question of support for the development of the
gsz:wiimn into a Community Centre offering various activities. An impressiy
85% of respondents felt that villags cccasions would find o regular hﬂrﬁa
ahd the facili ity could be hired for private Functions. Dances and
/Charitable events wére also highly popular choices. A third of
respondents regarded Sports and social facilities for the 17 1o 25 age
grou as poor and only reasonable for the 26 - 60+'s|

Infermation - What's eoing on in Fressingfield? Questions were
included on the dissemination of information to the village community.
E"%lg Parish Mogazine, J-Affve, was rated as the most common source s:r‘f
Iﬁ‘f{}?ﬁ’sﬁ‘?iﬁﬂ by 88% of the 504 respondents with the villoge notice board
01 47%. 5-/live, Notice Boards, the Post Office, and Mace Shop were d
sfrm?ﬂf*%y rated when it came To advertising events, etc. The amount of
i information available was rated ‘reasonable’ by 50%. A similar number
?ﬁgﬁgﬁ? Fressingfield neaded a Mewsletter but only 11% were interest
in assisting with production and distribution,

LOCAL SHOPS & SERVICES
?f’ﬁSSIﬁgf%EEé pecple clearly place greet value on the shopping facilities
ﬁﬁ{i services availeble in the village. Both shap and Post Office are used
“an g weekly basis by 40% of respondents.

A wide range of goods is available af the villuge 'Moce’ store which enjo
5?;*{1@ support. The Post Office is highly valued despite frustration at
hawﬁg To travel o either Harleton or Stradbroke for vehicle tax - whe
¥ie are being urgzd to raduce cor use. {The survey revedled over 500
/ vehicles based in Fressi ngfield)! Despite savage competition on price #
combination of petrol station and ‘coal yard' is an almost unique agset,

Ths mobile library eppears o atiract vary low use: it visits Fressingfie
/" on a Friday which is popular for shopping outside the village. Fresh fish
vegetoble, and Fish & Chip vendors have traditionally visited Fressingfi
but there is a general lack of knowledge of when they come.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Fr esairgf;gié people displayed a lively interest in their Parish Council and
the work of the Parish Councillors. Just over half know who their Parish
Codncillors are and most respondents know that they con raise tapics with
their tocal Councillor and receive an answer, Over 20% expressed

__.-’%‘hgnsiéives very satisfied with the way money collected through the
* Council Tax is spent but 69% would not be prepared To ?f‘?‘ morel 334
" __rzspcgdﬁﬁ%s {65%) said they did not know how it is spanil

Fﬁ{&s? appear to know they are welcome 1o aftend Parish Council meetings,

;;i‘i_hﬂugh only a third hod actually exercised this right. About a fifth of

hose responding thought Iocal council decisions and aciivities are badly’
: publicised. When atteniion is furned o publicity given To plenning
/applications, holf thought it wos sufficient and hatl thought it was notl

Just over onz fifth of those responding think that their representatives
at alt levels of local government are net aware of local conceras and

‘?ﬁéiif'@s but only 65 out of 524 respondenis would consider offering

- themselves as Parish Council candidates. An indicator of atfitudes which
qoes a long woy 1o explain low turnout ot council elections?

THE LOCAL ENVIROMMENT
Iraproving the natural envireonment of Freasingfield: Nearly 500
responses were received to This section of the survey. Views were invifed
on six issues; the resulis are anclysed in chort Mo 7 on the following page.

We clearly accord manegement and protection of the existing natural
environment a higher priority thon ereation of a Village Green'. A typicd
set of fopics for possible future action plans - see poge 26

F{}@%}g”%} and Bridleways: Neot unsxpectedly use of %Gﬂfga?hs araund
Fressingfield is high, 72% of 525 respondents siating they used them,

MNevartheless problems are encountered and these are analysed in Chart

Mo B,

Something can be done about mos? if not oll these issues and, again, this
iz suggested of a Topic for an action plan on poge 26 of this report.
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Chart 7 - Tmproving the Environment

Ervirnrgrent brrovenent

{(biumbars supporiing Types of impravement)

A - Management of verges ond hedges: 273,

8§ - Protection of hedges ond treess 242,

£ - Creation of Community Wouodlond: 238

0y - Conservation grea end naiure resarves 205
£ - Mansgemerd of open spasest 170

F - Villoge &reent 167

& - Mo opinion: 104

Ohart 8

Fooipath Problems

{hhsnbers for sach Type)

A - Mo sigapazis: 142, 8 - Pushes and petiies: 124

€ - Mud 7 water: 116 B - Mo difficulsics: 110

B - Mo infoemalon B9 F - Mizsing stiles or bridges: BO
& - Form onlimals: 33 1 - High stiles: 36

T - Barbed wire: 33 I - Locked gates/other usars:3d:
(Mot chown - other difficulties, not defined, 44}
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YOURS PERSOMS' QUESTIONNAIRE

Farty-seven young people, aged between ten and sixizen years, responded to the
questionnaire. Al attended either the Primary Schoels in Fressingfield or
Mendham with the older young people atiending the Secondury Schools in either
Stradbroke (4 miles), Harleston (4 miles), Framlingham (10 miles) or Debenham
{16 miles). Those who lived near enough walked 1o schoo! or were Teken by car
_,_,--"‘i’i]s}fg more distant travelled zither by school bus or car. No-one cycled to
" school or was taken by tex, although Thres reported fravelling by other
methods {(unknown),

The majority took purt in after-school activities (30). Of the seventeen who did
not only six gave o reason, five concerned fransport and road safety issues, the
sixth simply did not wizh to take part] Two thivds of respandents said that their
friends did rot live in the villuge with half of these having difficulty in meeting
friends living outside the village. s‘%ggm distance, safety and lack of fransport
. ‘were cited as being the main reasons. When travelling i out of the village o meet
friends, the vast majority were rzi:ﬁﬂ.f on parents, although four would walk,
three cycle and two uge public |!"§?ES§3§¥"? W?&Eﬁ asked i the bus service were to
become more frequent, would ?ﬁﬁ’f use s% hsss} thirds said they would.

Regarding the local bus ssrvscas ?ﬁa T‘E«qi}%f was for more frequent services
and cheaper fores, - 3 :

ﬂge': 3’*.:%}1?2& Corner {the junction of

Asked about major dﬁ?}g&“ spﬁis ifi !
' ?r;ge% and Stradbroke Read), was

Laxfield Road, Hcsf!ﬂs?eﬁ R«ﬂﬁﬁé: Mew.
ﬂﬂﬂaidi‘.?ﬁd to be the gr h 1& respondents mentioning if. Four
felt there were diffic by the bus shelier, Twe had difficulty in crossing
Lﬁxﬁgid Road aa' reach the Bacre ?;zm ﬂi"ﬁﬂ ond two sow difficulties in New
Streat {zrﬂﬁﬁé ?h :

All fhasa wh_ [ in c%&;i}s ﬁﬁ{f gf‘i}m}s did g0 either at scheo! or within
the village with the g*xﬂgpimn of two qoing to Harleston and one elsewhers. At
school the %z};} fﬁ!ﬁﬁf’ﬁ a;;iwg?rzs were football (19), Badminton {16), awzr';mafg
{i{x} and bosketbali {14} Ini the vi ltage these figures revised Jo cycl ing (9}
ténnis (8) and fﬂﬁ?bﬁ!i (7). A small nurber {7} took part in sport away from +
___,,.-'va!iagg or school, -
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?Jhﬁ_{;ﬁ%i{zé which activities they would jake part inif they were available in the
v%__iié@z footboll came fiest (8), basketball second (B) and badminton and drama
$hird (4). Regarding the current use of the Sancrofi Hall there were 5 regular
users and 13 cecasional. Those using The playing field regulorly were 7 and 20
pccasionally.

The following suggestions were made for the improvement of village facilities:

Sancroft Hall: more weekly clubsg re-decoration {currently in progress)
mare modern things for older children.

Sporis Pg’i}i!iaﬁ: Hore discos; open to more people; modernise; install CCTY
caragras; youth club with computers; adveriise more events
of interest to young people.

Playing field: More recycling bins! betier goal nels; more football pitches;
a youth football team: mare sporis facilities; more provision
for older people; more lighting and lamp-posts; Summer

sporys for boys and giris.

Play area: phare equipment for older chitdren; bigger roundabout and
monkey bars; sandpit. :

Regarding future generdl improvenient in fhe villoge, it wos felt that no more
houses should be built, the Sports pavilion be enlarged, there should be more
activities far older people and 14-16 yewm olds especidly disces, the use of the

tennis courts should be free, betier public transport, revigion of the 30-mile
signing, floral displays in the summer months and more clubs 1o include a rugby
club, an undes 10 youth club and a place for 15-17 year olds To meef af waekends.
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PROM THE SURVEY - YOUR COMBENTS
Comments from the Freehand' section af the end of the survey forn

¢+ Heavy vehicles go too fast on our small, windy roads.

s We are hoppy with the village as it is - do not urbanize it

s A big thark you o the volunteers who give up their time to halp
others. ... . and clear up affer others.

¢ Increase in housing density imeans an increase in traffic which is
already spoiling the villoge.

> foveif you don't like the place, it is a village not a town,

¢ There should be a register of people willing fo help with fransport,
shopping, gardening, efc.

e {We) must not be oo enfhusiastic to turn the villuge into a suburb
- its chorm Yies in the undeveloped state.

= We must make sure that local people dor't drift - or are forced
WY,

= The present envirowment mus? be maintained,

= Itis time to stort planning a by-pass.

¢ Fressingtield is lovely but needs houses for young people to help
them stay in the village

= Dogs foul garden hedges, the football pitch, and many pavements -
It is getiing worse,

= Local people should not stand in the way of development.

©  We movad here from Essex due to the crime there and high house
prices - we received a very warm, friendly welcome.

e .. .feel very strongly that there should be no further building in
Fressingfield. | enough brown field sites in places like Norwich and
Ipswich . .. Fressingfield has a unigue character which will be spolty
.. .o need for such development

® ... thought (the questionnaire) had Yoo many questions

.= Al oo few pel owners are responsivle and clear up - poop bing

+- would benefit those who dlear up and encourage those who don't

®»  Questions about Parish Council definitely blased. disgraceful

e This (questionnaire) could have boen halved and maney saved os.we

~alt pay for this in some way and money does not grow on irees

» The traffic on'Laxfield Road hos incressed in volume over the last

five years with too many drivers travelling ot excessive spzeds ~
danger to other drivers, pedestrians, cyelists, horse riders, efe
~ Avilloge Christmas tree please

i

Page 25




WHERE DO WE 60 FROM HERE?
ACTION FLAN OPTIONS.

The fallowing list is neither exhoustive nor in ¢ suggested onder of
priority. The issues are simply listed in the order inwhich they arose in 7
the Parish Plan questionnaire and report. Some might actually take a smuoll %
effort to achieve - others may require a marathonl Nevertheless the :
Steering Group believe that they offer a starting point for those in the
coramunity willing to get invelved,

Adult Education and Leisure courses in Fressingfield.
“Support for the Neighbourhood Wateh Schene,
Road Safefy .
» reduce speeding in key locations,
e ¢rossing patrol at Stradbroke Roed,
s 20 BAPH limit in Mew Sireet, efc.
Transport - How to improve the bus service and encourege bus use.
{'L,séé}_f;awi ces - Tot your vehicle at Fressingfield Post Office.
" The Petrol Station: use it
Sports & Secial Club or Community Centre?
Clubs and Associations ~ Publicity. |
The Mobile Library.
Mobile Fresh Fish & Vegetoble Shops.
The Lacal Environment - issues including impact of Lorries on verges, elc.
Dog waste bins.
Public Footpaths & Bridleways:
»  Support for the Parish Council Footpaths Gificer
»  Sources of Maps & Information.

Seme issues can only be oddressed by engaging with Parish, Dishrict,
and/or County Counsils. Nevertheless they can only represent the
community view i that view is known and promoted.
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