


























4. Charities and the
Voluntary Sector

While many village organisations and bodies are active
in raising large amounts of money for the people of
the village, Eimswell is actively supported and served
by a significant and dedicated number of voluntary
organisations and charities. Many are national
organisations, but a small number are locally based
or focused. These include:

e Elmswell Poor’s Land Charity - this provides
vouchers to around 120 senior citizens in the
village each vear at Christmas.

o Sir Robert Gardiner’s Aimshouse Trust - which lets
the three almshouses next to St John the Divine
Church to elderly female residents from Eimswell
or Woolpit

e The Friends of St John's Church - which raises
funds to maintain and repair the buildings and
fixturesin the Church.

o Gatehouse - this operates a furniture recycling
project, collecting regularly from Elmswell and
providing items of furniture for people in need
or on low incomes, as well as offering befriending
and counselling services.

« Mid Suffolk Citizens’ Advice Bureau (CAB) -
provides free, confidential and independent
advice on all aspects of law, debt, employment
and poverty from its main base in Stowmarket
and satellite office in Needham Market.

o Rethink Disability - offers direct community
services, from their local base in Ipswich.

« Age Concern - delivers a wide range of services
to pensioners, from ‘home helps’ to advice. There
is a dedicated link volunteer for Age Concern in
Elmswell.

EiImswell village Plan

Friends of Woolpit Health Centre - which
fundraises for and supports the medical centre.

Eimswell Amenities Association - whose object is
to promote the benefit of the people in the village
by providing recreational and leisure facilities in
the interests of social welfare with the aim of
improving their conditions of life.

Key lIssues

The majority of charities are short of money, and
many face closure or may have to cut services if
funding does not continue.

Volunteers, with the range of necessary skills, are
not always available. New volunteers are needed.

The Almshouse Trust has difficulty letting its
properties when they fall vacant, despite the fact
that they are very affordable and comfortable.
However, the bedsits do need maintenance and
modernisation, for which grants are not available.






5. Churches and Faiths

There are three churches in ElImswell that provide
public Christian worship: the Anglican (Church of
England) Church of St John the Divine (known as St
John's); the Methodist Church on School Road, and
Baptist Chapel on Ashfield Road. These three
churches work together in the village under the
umbrella of the ElImswell Fellowship of Churches. In
the summer of 2005 the Fellowship organised its
first activity week, for children in the village. It also
holds joint activities of worship, e.g. the annual open-
air service at Crown Mill.

Roman Catholic services are held at Woolpit and the
Salvation Army meets in Norton. Other faiths are
catered for by churches and places of worship in
Stowmarket, Bury St Edmunds and Ipswich.

The various church buildings in Elmswell are well-
used by the community. As well as marriages,
christenings, funerals and services of thanksgiving,
they play host to concerts, plays, family gatherings
and a vast array of clubs. In particular, the Wesley
Hall and Exchange Hall on the Methodist Church site,
and the room at St John’s are available for hire.
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51 Key Issues

¢ A youth worker is needed, desperately, for the
churches in the village.

¢ Parking for cars is a major problem at all three
churches, especially at St John's and, further to a
new residential development on the former
Thurlow Nunn Standen site in Ashfield Road, for
the Baptist Chapel.

¢ Accessibility for people with disabilities is also an
issue, particularly but not exclusively related to
the car parking problem.

5.2 Key Actions

= Establish a meeting place for young people,
with a trained leader and lots of activities.

= Tackle the car parking issues.

5.3  Where Will Money, Help
and Support Come From?

@ Fach church raises its own funds.

@ Elmswell Parish Council and Mid Suffolk District
Council can support fundraising, subject to
specific bids for funding.
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8. Community Safety

Fortunately, ElImswell is already in a low crime area,
although crime does happen and is a worry for many
people in the village. With this in mind, the Parish
Council is working on a community safety strategy
in partnership with Suffolk Constabulary, local
councils and all relevant agencies, aimed at preventing
and reducing crime, raising awareness and stopping
minor incidents getting out of hand and turning into
major problems. The Elmswell Community Safety
Group met for the first time in January 2004,
bringing together representatives from the Parish
Council, Suffolk Connexions {which advises young
people who have left school), the Crime Reduction
Officer for Mid Suffolk, the British Transport Police,
Mid Suffolk District and Suffolk County Councillors,
the local Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator, the
Community Beat Officer and others.

As part of this partnership, there are regular reports
to the Parish Council to make sure everything that
can be done is being done. The aimis to focus on the
issues of most importance to the people of Elmswell
- particularly those identified through the ‘Village
Appraisal’ of 2000, the annual parish meetings and
the many other opportunities for public consultation.

Elmswell has its own Community Beat Officer, a police
officer who concentrates on the village and who
reports to Parish Council meetings, as well as
attending school and community events.

8.1 Key Issues

¢ Ways need to be found to reduce anti-social
behaviour and ‘nuisance’ crime, like vandalism,
abandoned vehicles and fly-tipping.

¢ Activities and facilities for young people need to
be improved.

¢ People in the village need to be encouraged to
take measures that prevent crimes such as
burglary and car theft.

¢ There needs to be some co-ordination in the
support given to vulnerable sections of the
community in the village.

¢ Housing policies and development plans should
take account of the need to ‘design out crime’
and balance the needs of all sectors of society:.
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¢ Local road safety needs to be improved - for
pedestrians, cyclists and traffic - and vehicle crime
cut.

8.2 Key Actions

= Maintain and develop the Community
Safety Group as a way to review issues,
recommend actions and help local people
feel safe. The Group produces and regularly
updates a detailed action plan to tackle the
main concerns in the village.

= Publicise information about services that
help reduce crime itself and the fear of
crime, particularly on the Parish Council
Web site and in “The Elmswell Newsletter”.

= Make sure people understand more about
safety issues and can contribute to
discussions and plans, e.g. through surveys
and public meetings

= Promote current Neighbourhood Watch
schemes and encourage more to form.

= [nvestigate the Suffolk ACRE ‘Good
Neighbour’ and ‘Nominate a Neighbour’
schemes.

8.3 Where Will Money, Help

and Support Come From?

& Partnership of local authorities, charities and
voluntary groups.

































































































