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Foreword

This Consultation Statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal obligations of the Neighbourhood Planning
Regulations 2012. Section 15(2). Part 5 of the Regulations sets out what a Consultation Statement should contain:

e Who has been consulted: details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed
Neighbourhood Development Plan
e How they were consulted

e summarises the main issues and concerns raised by those consulted
e describes how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant, addressed in the
Neighbourhood Development Plan

This document is arranged in the following sections:

1. A short history of the Neighbourhood Plan (“The Plan”), focussing on communications between the residents
and the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (“NPSG

2. Those who have been consulted

An overview of the communication and consultation methods used

4. A detailed chronological view of communication and consultation actions undertaken from inception of the
Plan up to and including the Consultation Period - see appendix A

5. Consultees’ comments and the responses of The Plan’s Steering Group, showing if and how the comments
changed the Plan prior to submission for further consultation by Mid Suffolk District Council (MSDC) and the
subsequent independent examination. See Appendix B.
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A Short History of the Botesdale & Rickinghall Neighbourhood
Plan

Over the period end-2016 to start-2019:

e in 2011 national planning regulations changed to encourage local communities to prepare neighbourhood
plans

e agroup of Botesdale and Rickinghall villagers wished to pursue this

e they were supported by the Botesdale and Rickinghall Parish Councils

e an October 2016 village meeting was publicised in the Parish Magazine

e the meeting was attended by over 75 people who provided their support

e inJanuary 2017 a Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group ("NPSG") was formed

e The Plan Area was formally designated by Mid Suffolk District Council in May 2017 and covers the whole of
the parishes of Botesdale, Rickinghall Inferior and Rickinghall Superior

e aseries of outdoor "outreach” events were conducted to publicise the Plan

e NPSG issued a "Call for Sites” to complement MSDC's SHELAA land availability report

e funding for professional landscape, character assessment and planning was secured

e analysis of MSDC's SHELAA, NPSG's Call for Sites and existing Planning Applications undertaken

e supporting reports commissioned from engaged landscape and character assessment professionals

e in February 2018 NPSG advises planned builds already meet MSDC housing expectation of villages

e residents kept informed of Plan process and progress via the monthly Parish Magazine

o first draft of the Plan completed in the summer of 2018 and refined thereafter

e November/December 2018: The formal 6-week consultation on the “Pre-Submission” Plan takes place

e January 2019: The Plan is submitted to MSDC for further consultation and the subsequent independent
examination.

More detail

The Botesdale and Rickinghall Neighbourhood Plan was conceived in 2016 and reached the pre-submission
Consultation Stage in November 2018.

In October 2016 three villagers, J Broadbent, S Coe and R Parry discussed the need for a Neighbourhood Plan for
Botesdale and Rickinghall, in the light of recent changes to the planning laws.

Earlier in 2016 legislation had removed restrictions on building outside the Parish envelope and had introduced a new
planning regime. Aware of new planning applications coming forward, there was concern that the new developments
should fit in with the historic setting and meet the needs of local people.

S Coe attended two Rickinghall and one Botesdale Parish Council meetings to canvas support for creating a
Neighbourhood Plan. With support from members of the Parish Councils, J Broadbent, S Coe & W Sargeant arranged
a residents’ meeting for 18th January 2017, and notices were put out to every household in the 3 parishes (Botesdale,
Rickinghall Inferior and Rickinghall Superior) at the end of November, by enclosing a leaflet in the Parish Magazine.
The Parish Magazine covers the Neighbourhood Plan Area (and beyond) — see "Who has been Consulted” for the
description of this area.

The January meeting was well attended with over 75 people and at the follow up meeting later in January, volunteers
stepped forward to form a Steering Group to guide development of the Plan. The steering group includes members of
Botesdale and Rickinghall Inferior & Superior Parish Councils, has those Councils’ full backing, with the Parish Clerk
providing administrative support. Mid Suffolk District Council formally approved Rickinghall Parish Council’s proposed
Neighbourhood Plan Area (the "Plan Area”) in May 2017 following a statutory consultation period.



The remainder of 2017 was taken up by securing funds for professional assistance with the Plan Area’s landscape and
character assessments and publicising the Plan to residents — clarifying what the Plan is, how it fits in with the wider

planning regime, and how it can be meaningful and applicable to them.

Moving from 2017 to 2018, work was completed to determine the number of households the Plan Area will be
expected to accommodate. In parallel with this, a review of new house builds (underway or with actual or likely
Planning Permission) in the Plan Area was conducted to provide an estimate of how many fewer or additional houses
were needed to meet the requirement. There was a close correlation between numbers required, and actual/likely

builds, which was used to inform the Plan.

Statutory Requirements

The preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan entails three statutory stages up to the point of submitting it to the local

planning authority, namely:

1. Designation of the Neighbourhood Area by the local planning authority

2. Draft Neighbourhood Plan “Pre-Submission” Consultation

3. Submission of Plan to the local planning authority
Designation
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Pre-Submission Consultation
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The first draft Plan was prepared in summer 2018 and refined until considered ready for the formal “Pre-Submission’
Consultation Period. The pre-submission consultation Plan was approved for consultation by Rickinghall Parish
Council on 1T November 2018 and by Botesdale Parish Council on 5 November 2018.

Consultation took place over the required 6-weeks period from 9 November to 21 December 2018.

Who has been Consulted?

Residents and Landowners

The Residents are those who live within the designated Neighbourhood Area. This area covers the whole of the
parishes of Botesdale, Rickinghall Inferior and Rickinghall Superior that interlock in a way that makes the end of one
and the start of another difficult to distinguish without a map. Together, the most densely inhabited areas have a
continuous linear form, with Botesdale to the north-east of the Neighbourhood Plan Area, and Rickinghall to the
south-west.

This physical proximity is reflected by the social interaction of its residents, and the sharing of the services enjoyed
across the two villages. It was therefore a straightforward decision to incorporate the three parishes to form this
cohesive Neighbourhood Plan Area. The area was formally designated by Mid Suffolk District Council in May 2017 and
is the only neighbourhood area covering the three parishes.

Through wide publicity at every stage of the process, every effort has also been made to ensure that landowners are
aware of the preparation of the Plan and its content.

Statutory Bodies

As set out in Schedule 1 to the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) the following have
were consulted at the statutory Pre-Submission consultation stage of preparing the Neighbourhood Plan. Where

responses were received, they can be found in Appendix B.

Consultee Position Company / Organisation
Mrs Jo Churchill MP for Bury St Edmunds -

ClIr Gerard Brewster MSDC Portfolio Holder [Neighbourhood Planning] -

ClIr Simon Barrett BDC Portfolio Holder [Neighbourhood Planning] -

ClIr Jessica Fleming County ClIr to Hartismere Division Suffolk County Council
ClIr Jane Storey County ClIr to Thedwastre North Suffolk County Council
ClIr Jessica Fleming Mid Suffolk Ward ClIr to Rickinghall and Walsham

ClIr Derek Osborne Mid Suffolk Ward CllIr to Rickinghall and Walsham

ClIr Diana Kearsley Mid Suffolk Ward ClIr to Gislingham

Clir Roy Barker Mid Suffolk Ward ClIr to Badwell Ash

ClIr Jim Thorndyke St Eds Ward Clir to Stanton

Clir Carol Bull St Eds Ward ClIr to Barningham

Cllr Marion Chapman-Allen | Breckland Ward Cllr to Guiltcross

Mrs J Jones Parish Clerk to Hinderclay

Mrs L Jackson-Eve Parish Clerk to Redgrave

Ms N Verkoost Parish Clerk to Wortham & Burgate

Mrs T Williams Parish Clerk to Gislingham

Miss N Hill Parish Clerk to Finningham




Consultee

Position

Company / Organisation

Ms C Kennedy

Parish Clerk to Westhorpe

Mrs A D Clancy

Parish Clerk to Walsham-le-Willows

Mrs C Garman

Parish Clerk to Wattisfield

BMSDC Community Plannning

Babergh & Mid Suffolk District Councils

SCC Neighbourhood Planning

Suffolk County Council

Mr Graeme Mateer

Transport Policy

Suffolk County Council

Mr Neil McManus

Planning Obligations Manager

Suffolk County Council

Ms Sonia Docherty

HR Manager - SOR, Children and Young People

Suffolk County Council

Ms Nhi Huynh-Ma

Area Manager, Norfolk & Suffolk Team

Homes & Communities Agency (HCA)

Land Use Operations

Natural England

Essex, Norfolk & Suffolk Sustainable Places Team

Environment Agency

East of England Office

Historic England

East of England Office

National Trust

Mr Steve Taylor

Town Planning Team

Network Rail Infrastructure Limited

Highways England

Stakeholders & Networks Officer

Marine Management Organisation

Vodafone and O2 - EMF Enquiries

Mr Alex Jackman

Corporate and Financial Affairs Department

EE

Ms Jane Evans

Three

Ms Kerry Harding

Estates Advisor

NHS England Midlands & East (East)

Mr Smith Umeron

Head of Estates

NHS England. Midlands & East

Transco - National Grid

Mr Howard Green

Infrastructure Planner

UK Power Networks

Mr Stewart Patience

Strategic and Spatial Planning Manager

Anglian Water

Mr Martin Lunn

Essex & Suffolk Water

Mr Peter Mercer MBE

National Federation of Gypsy Liaison
Groups

Ms Keren Wright

Service Development Officer

Norfolk & Suffolk Gypsy Roma &
Traveller Service

Diocese of St Edmundsbury & Ipswich

Mr John Dugmore

Chief Executive

Suffolk Chamber of Commerce

Mr lain Dunnett

Senior Growing Places Fund Co-ordinator

New Anglia LEP

Ms Marie Finbow

Strategy Manager

New Anglia LEP

Mr John Grayling

Babergh Disability Forum

Mr Philip Pearson Conservation Officer RSPB
Mr Philip Raiswell Senior Planning Manager Sport England (East)
Mr Leigh Gareth Jenkins - Suffolk Constabulary

Mr James Meyer

Senior Conservation Adviser

Suffolk Wildlife Trust

Mrs Fiona Cairns

Director

Suffolk Preservation Society

Ms Linda Cockburn

Suffolk Preservation Society

Ms Sunila Osborne

Community Development Officer — Rural Affordable
Housing

Community Action Suffolk

Mrs Sarah Mortimer

Senior Manager Community Engagement

Community Action Suffolk




How has Consultation been Performed?

Consulting Residents

The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group's policy was to optimise two-way communication with residents. See
Appendix A for a chronological view of the use of the Parish Magazine, meetings, banners and posters to optimise
dissemination of information about the Neighbourhood Plan, and feedback from residents.

Parish Magazine

The well-established monthly Parish Magazine, whose coverage matches
and exceeds the Neighbourhood Plan Area, was used as a continuous
means of keeping the residents up to date with progress.
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Meetings with Residents

These were opportunities to receive feedback from the residents, clarify
the scope and role of a Neighbourhood Plan, and explain progress made
and the next steps towards achieving a “made” Neighbourhood Plan.
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Surveys

Surveys were undertaken by the Steering Group early in the process to
understand residents’ views, so as to guide the development of the Plan.
The surveys covered three principal areas — for more details, see the
following reports available on the Parish Councils Neighbourhood Plan
webpages:

|
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e  Business Survey Summary -
e  Household/Housing Need Survey Summary it ek s ek b o o e s g
e  Youth Survey summary

Parish Councils’ Websites
Both Botesdale and Rickinghall Parish Council websites' provided online access to:

o minutes of all Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee meetings
o progress relating to steps 1-32 of Plan preparation
o during the Consultation Period:

o] the pre-submission Neighbourhood Plan

o] all supporting evidential documents

o a comments facility for residents’ feedback

Consulting Statutory Bodies
The pre-submission Neighbourhood Plan was sent for comment at the start of the Consultation Period to all those
listed in the Consulted Statutory Bodies shown in the “Who has been Consulted?” section above.

T See either of http://botesdale.onesuffolk.net or http://rickinghall.onesuffolk.net

2 Step 1: Designating the neighbourhood area and if appropriate neighbourhood forum; Step 2: Preparing a draft neighbourhood
plan or Order; Step 3: Pre-submission publicity and consultation



Submission of Neighbourhood Plan

All consultee comments have been collated into a Comments Log and have been reviewed and responded to (see
Appendix B). Where necessary, changes have been made to the Plan arising from:

e comments received from consultees;
e the need to bring the Plan up-to-date
e other changes in circumstances

The proposed changes were set out in a Schedule of Post Consultation Modifications which were considered and were
approved by Botesdale Parish Council on 17 January 2019 and by Rickinghall Parish Council also on 17 January 2019.
At the same meetings the Parish Councils, as the Qualifying Bodies, approved the submission of the Plan to Mid
Suffolk District Council.

The Plan, with the required supporting documents including this Consultation Statement, was submitted to Mid
Suffolk District Council in January 2019.



Appendices

Overview

The following appendices provide insight into the mechanisms used to maximise resident participation in the
Neighbourhood Plan process.

In summary :

1. Regular Updates
o the well-established, monthly Parish Magazine, sent to 1250 households covering the Neighbourhood
Plan Area and beyond

o Steering Group minutes, progress updates and documents published on the Botesdale and Rickinghall
websites
o these updates were important to :

0 raise and maintain awareness that a Neighbourhood Plan was underway

0 describe the purpose of a Neighbourhood Plan and to explain its relevance to the residents
0 describe the process to promote engagement by the residents

0 confirm progress

0 encourage feedback

2. Occasional Updates
o informal “drop-in” events at the Co-operative Store, The Bell Inn, Open Gardens events and the
Rickinghall Farmers’ Market
o formal meetings with residents at Botesdale and Rickinghall Village Halls
o these updates were important for :

0 detailed progress reporting
0 in-depth responses to specific residents’ concerns
o resident feedback to guide ongoing development of the Plan

3. Formal Pre-Submission Consultation publicity
o Banners and posters widely used to publicise Consultation dates and purpose (see Appendix A)
o Three launch events to :
0 describe the process leading to the pre-submission Neighbourhood Plan and its subsequent
approval
0 provide:

= hard and softcopy versions of the Plan and supporting evidence for residents’ review
= consultation forms for completion either immediately or at leisure (on paper or online)
= answers to questions relating to the process or content of the Plan



Appendix A — Chronological Consultation Events

The time-ordered entries in this appendix together demonstrate how the Neighbourhood Plan was explained to
residents, and how residents were encouraged to participate in the shaping and outcome of the Plan.

Tables below provide a brief description of topics covered and where relevant, resulting outcomes, in this format :

Public meetings See tables with green background
Parish Magazine announcements, status and progress
updates
lllustrations and photographs are interspersed with the text and tables to illustrate the various means of
communication used. The NPSG meetings are not included in the following tables — the decisions, discussions and
resultant activities are embodied in the activities described. For further detail, NPSG meeting minutes can be found at

http://botesdale.onesuffolk.net or http://rickinghall.onesuffolk.net.

See tables with white background

Abbreviations used in the tables :

B&R = Botesdale & Rickinghall

BRNP = Botesdale & Rickinghall Neighbourhood Plan
MSDC = Mid Suffolk District Council

NPSG = Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

NP or Plan = Neighbourhood Plan
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October 2016 Origin of the Botesdale & Rickinghall Neighbourhood Plan

Botesdale & Rickinghall
Residents Meeting

Discussion/Presentation Outcome

Date : October 2016

Venue : n/a

Public Attendees : 0

Attending :

J Broadbent, S Coe, and R
Parry

Initial discussion on the need for a NP
following :
e changes to Planning Laws
e MSDC's lack of a 5-year building
land supply, resulting in
e new-build housing policies deemed
out of date
e a Government-imposed
“presumption in favour of
sustainable development” —
The attendees were concerned that new
development be managed to maintain
the villages' character, while continuing
to meet local needs

The participants agreed that a NP was
needed.

S Coe attended Botesdale and Rickinghall
Parish Council meetings to canvas support
for a NP covering the Parishes of
Botesdale, Rickinghall Inferior and
Rickinghall Superior.

With support from both Parish Councils, J
Broadbent, S Coe, and W Sargent
(Botesdale Parish Council Chairman)
arranged a meeting for 18.1.2017

November 2016
Parish Magazine

Leaflet advertising 18.1.2017 Botesdale & Rickinghall Village Meeting issued with
Parish Magazine to residents — see below

11




December 2016 Initial Residents’ Meeting Announcement

This leaflet was distributed with the November 2016 Parish Magazine.

for development” whenever a planning application is made.

With new planning laws in place, there is now an automatic “presumption A%
| =]

But, there is a way that local people can influence how Botesdale & % =-
Rickinghall develop in the future, to best address our local needs - which is m

by developing a Neighbourhood Plan.

OPEN MEETING
18" January 2017 — 7.30pm
Rickinghall Village Hall
ALL WELCOME
THIS MEETING IS THE 1°" STEP TO CREATE OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

What Can A Neighbourhood Plan Achieve?
“This is about guiding and shaping development” from Neighbourhood Plans Roadmap Guide
It can decide and thereby give a legal basis for, for example

1) where new building takes place

2) the mix of properties built

3) local development for the next 10-20 years

4) guidelines for what new buildings look like

5) other local economic/social / transport issues

From MSDC’s planning website — “Decision makers will be obliged to make decisions in line with
the Local Development Plan (including any Neighbourhood Plans in force).”

Information and examples of existing neighbourhood plans are available on-line. See MSDC
website, local planning section.

Other villages in Mid Suffolk have already started to develop their Neighbourhood Plans, such as
Mendlesham, Stradbroke, Woolpit, Haughley etc., so there is opportunity for us to learn from
others’ experience.

PLEASE COME TO THE MEETING ON 18.01.17 FOR AN OPPORTUNITY TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE
FUTURE OF OUR COMMUNITY.

William Sargeant, Sue Coe, Jo Broadbent, Richard Parry Tel 01379 898306
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January 2017 Acceptance and Resourcing of the Neighbourhood Plan

Botesdale & Rickinghall
Residents Meeting

Discussion/Presentation

Outcome

Date: 18.1.17

Venue : Rickinghall Village
Hall

Public Attendees : 80

Attending :

Rickinghall Parish Council :
R Brown, R Jones, G Short
(Chairman)

MSDC : W Newman
(Corporate Manager of
Strategic Planning)

1. Planning application for 42 houses
with other planning applications in the
pipeline

2. Lack of MSDC 5-year plan

3. Botesdale & Rickinghall vulnerable to
uncontrolled expansion

4. Role of a Neighbourhood Plan

1. Noted public concern over uncontrolled
cumulative planning approvals, in the light

of multiple planning applications

2. Described the process and relevance of
a Neighbourhood Plan in improving
control over planning applications in
concert with the Local Plan

3. Agreement to move ahead with the
BRNP :
- Parishes of Botesdale & Rickinghall
together proposed as the NP area
- tentative Steering Group formed
- initial Communication strategy agreed
(via Parish Councils/Parish Magazine)
- follow-up meeting planned to enlist
wider village assistance

Botesdale & Rickinghall
Residents Meeting

Discussion/Presentation

Outcome

Date : 30.1.17

Venue : Botesdale Village
Hall

Public Attendees : 32

Attending :
NPSG : R Brown; C
Matthews; W Sargeant; P
Schofield

1. Understand tasks and required skills
and those available to provide them

2. Confirm the Plan area

3. Discuss the Plan Constitution

2. Establish a Steering Group to lead
creation and completion of the BRNP

2. Establish a group of those willing to
assist with the BRNP, to be known as the
BRNP Forum

1. Steering Group members established

2. Gathered email addresses for willing
assistants

3. Agreed to abide by the NP constitution
from My Community/Locality

13




Throughout 2017 Outreach to Residents — Outdoor Promotions

Botesdale & Rickinghall
NP Publicity Meeting

Discussion/Presentation Outcome

Date: 11.3.17

Venue : Rickinghall Village
Hall
(Farmers' Market)

Public Attendees :
Undetermined, but 12
people engaged with the
NPSG

Attending :
NPSG : R Brown; C
Matthews

A low turnout led the NPSG to decide
that this was unfortunately not a good
site for publicising the BRNP, concluding
that it would contribute as only an
occasional venue for disseminating status
awareness.

1. Publicise :

e Whata NP is

e Why we're doing it

e Who is involved in it
2. Encourage sign-up for further
communications

March 2017 Parish
Magazine

Reports on the 18.1.17 and 30.1.17 meetings at which it was agreed a NP is necessary,
volunteers to help were identified, from which a Steering Group was appointed, with
Parish Council representation from both Botesdale & Rickinghall.

April 2017
Parish Magazine

Botesdale & Rickinghall Parish Councils approved drafting a NP, with Rickinghall PC
taking the lead as required by the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. NP Area
designation request to be submitted by Parish Clerk.

Botesdale & Rickinghall
NP Publicity Meeting

Discussion/Presentation Outcome

Date : 25.3.17

Venue : Co-operative Store,
Rickinghall

Public Attendees : 40+

Attending :
NPSG : Robin Brown, Sue
Coe
Resident : Tina Wilby

Public engagement to make more
people aware of the Neighbourhood
Plan. The Co-op is in the centre of the
two villages. It is used by members of a
wide community and has a varied
demographic. This was a successful event
with significant additions to the mailing
list.

1. Publicise :

e Whata NP is

e Why we're doing it

e Who is involved in it
2. Encourage sign-up for further
communications

May 2017
Parish Magazine

Reports on the following events : Farmers' Market and Co-operative Store public
meetings; logo designed; planning consultant chosen; NP Area designation request
submitted — on approval consultation with villagers over housing will start; survey
contents being considered; contributory funding approved by Botesdale & Rickinghall
Parish Councils, further grants being pursued
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Botesdale & Rickinghall
NP Residents Meeting

Discussion/Presentation

Outcome

Date: 14.5.17

Venue : Households across
the Parishes
(an Open Garden
event)

Public Attendees :
Undetermined; local
villagers and visitors from
further afield

Attending :
NPSG : Sue Coe; Clive

1. Publicise :

e What a NP is

e Why we're doing it

e Who is involved in it

e Locations in the NP area of potential

development

2. Encourage sign-up for further
communications

The prominent displays showing areas of
potential development led to discussion
on building plans for the village. A
common concern was that the meadows
north of Back Hills should not be built
upon as buildings there would spoil a very
beautiful amenity area of the village and
degrade the area for both Botesdale and
Redgrave residents and users from all four
villages that border onto the river.

More residents offered to help and signed

Matthews up for the mailing list.
NP is an anticipated 2-3 year task; terms of reference (constitution?) and logo
June 2017 approved; planning consultant hired; NP promoted at plant sale (Market Place),

Parish Magazine

during the Garage Sale Trail, and at the Open Gardens event. Advertises next drop-in
event at The Bell Inn. Botesdale & Rickinghall websites advertised as the location for

more information.

July 2017
Parish Magazine

Grants have been requested; Neighbourhood Plan Area designation approved.
Advised that Household, Youth and Business surveys are being prepared, and will be

distributed to all households in early July.

Botesdale & Rickinghall
NP Residents’ Meeting

Discussion/Presentation

Outcome

Date:8.7.17

Venue : Outside the Bell
Public House

Public Attendees : 60

Attending :

NPSG : R Brown, S Coe, D
Bavington-Lowe
Parish Clerk : L Jackson-Eve
Planning Consultant : |
Poole

1. Publicise :

e What a NP is

e Why we're doing it

e Who is involved in it

e Locations in the NP area of potential

development

2. Offer more in-depth planning detail
3. Advertise the imminent Household,
Business and Youth surveys

1. Excellent public engagement leading to
wider awareness of the Neighbourhood
Plan

2. 10 further volunteers enlisted

3. Considered to be an event format which
could easily lend itself to further
consultation in the lead-up to the
referendum
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Event Images — 8 July 2017
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The information boards are illustrated on the following pages
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|. WELCOME

BOTESDALE &
RICKINGHALL

MEIGHBOURHOOD
PLAN

Thank you for visiting the Neighbourhood Plan Drop-in event today. We would like to take

this opportunity to provide you with information about neighbourhood plans and we'd like

you to give us feedback on your thoughts and aspirations for our villages.

What iy v
Nei hood Plown?

It is a new kind of town planning document designed to
allow local people to play an active part in planning their
area. |t can guide the developmentand conservation of
the villages and can, for example, also identify proposals
for:

* |mproving areas

* Providing new facilities

* Sites for new development

* Protecting sites of environmental or historic quality

Y¥hen complete, it will form part of the statutory
development plan for the area, meaning that Mid Suffolk
District Council and Planning Inspectors will have to take
note of what it says when considering planning
applications.

Community Engagement is a major part of the process of
developing the Plan and it must be approved in a local
referendum before it can be used.
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QOur villages are coming under increasing pressure for new development and preparing our own
neighbourhood plan gives us the opportunity to shape the future by deciding how and where
the villages will grow and what is needed to support that growth.

Having a Neighbourhood Plan in place allows us to retain 25% (rather than |15%) of any funding
from the Community Infrastructure Levy,a levy that Mid Suffolk charges house builders to

provide funding for infrastructure such as safer road schemes, school places, green spaces etc.
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2. THE PROCESS

RICKINGHALL
NEICHROURHOOD

PLAN

How L’y prepaved
There are a number of stages that have to be completed, as illustrated. Some of these stages are governed by
the regulations for preparing neighbourhood plans and so there is no short cut. The Plan will be prepared by

the Steering Group advised by specialists when necessary. We encourage YOU to get involved too, either with
the Steering Group or at the various consultation stages like today.

At the end of the day, it'sYOU that will decide whether the Plan should be approved.

Establish Steering Group

Community Engagement RN Designate Neighbourhood
= Plan Area
This is where

Wi‘ﬁrl‘tﬁdﬂ',l ’.----------------
J Pt Gather Information
Community Engagement gunnt®
L]

= Household Surveys
* Information Gathering

* |dentify Key lssues

I * Prigritise Issues and Themes
Develop Aspirations
Consider options

Test Options
Agree Preferred Option

Write the Plan

Community Engagement Consult on Plan
= Minimum & weeks

= Opportunity to comment
Amend Plan and

Submit to Mid Suffolk Councll
Public Consultation

* Minimum & weeks

« Opportunity to comment
Independent Examination

.
Villages Referendum LEEPERREEEEER Mid Sufiolk Councll Adoprion

! .‘.",E".E',&".'P.;L‘.I!




3. PLANNING

BOTESDALE &
RICKINGHALL

HEICHEOUBHOGD

PLAMN

Plovwning inv
Botesdale & Rickinghall

The plan must take account of the national planning policies and the Mid Suffolk Local Development Plan
— it cannot contradict or restrict policies which are already set.

It can provide more detailed quidance and can identify sites for development to meet locally identified
needs if local people think this is a good idea.

National

Framework

The Mational Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
came into force in 2012 with the aim of making
the planning system less complex and more
accessible, to protect the environment and to
promote sustainable growth.

Planning  Policy

It encourages local people to “shape their
surroundings, with  succinct local and
neighbourhood plans setting out a positive vision
for the future of the area”

Meighbourhood plans should not promote less
development than set out in the Local Plan or
undermine its strategic policies. QOutside these
strategic elements, neighbourhood plans will be
able to shape and direct sustainable development
in their area.

Mid Suffolk Local Plan

Mid Suffolk are just starting work on a new Local
Plan that will guide where development goes up
to 2036. They'll be consulting on preliminary
matters between August and October.

The current Local Plan Core Strategy designates
our combined villages as one of |2 Key Service
Centres which will be the "main focus for
development outside the towns."

The 1998 Local Plan identifies a Settlement
Boundary within which new homes will normally
be allowed to be built,

We know that there is going to be a need for

more homes in the villages over the next 20 years
and, if the Meighbourhood Plan doesn't identify
housing sites then Mid Suffolk will do it for us.

Neighbourhood Plans
A Neighbourhood Plan has already been completed by Mendlesham and, locally, Plans are currently being
prepared in for Stradbroke, Debenham, Stowupland, Haughley, Elmswell, Woolpit and Barningham




4. THEVILLAGES

RICKINGHALL
HNEICHROURHOOD
PLAN

Chawvacteristics

The map on the following boards illustrates the range of planning constraints and designations inthe
villages. These willneed to be taken into account of when the Planis prepared.

The villages have:

* Conservation Area

* Many Listed Buildings

+ Site of Special Scientific Interest (Westhall Wood)

= County Wildlife Sites (Calke Woed, Stubbing's Wood and Redgrave Park Lake)
= Areasprotected by Tree Preservation Orders

+ Footpaths and Bridleways

In additionto what is shown on the map, there are a number of other important features that you perhaps
feel should be protected, things such as hedgerows and woodland, views into and out of the villages,
locally distinctbuildings and open spaces.
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5. LIKES & DISLIKES .

HEICHEOURHGOOD
PLAN

To help us prepare the Neighbourhood Plan we would like you to
tell us what you like most about the villages and what you'd like to
see improved.

MOST CHERISH % Bost g LIKETO SEE IMPROVED
r;um'"ﬂnr: 2
9ee or gigarc S Fyoy

e
9 com Meng With
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6. Strengths, Weaknesses,

BOTESDALE &
RICKINGHALL

Opportunities and Threats

The Steering Group has taken stock of the current [ssues in the villages by identifying this list of
Strengths, VWeaknesses, Opportunities and Threats.
We want to know If you agree and whether we've missed anything.

Please use red and green dots to indicate whether you agree or disagree with us and post-it notes to add
anything

Strengths:

Good sense of community

Good local amenities — school, health centre, pubs, shops
Active villages

Desirable place to live

Good bypass

Low crime rate

Easy access to the countryside/coast
Good links to local towns

Good railway links

Good climate

Weaknesses:

Active — makes Key Service Centre

Too many people want to live here — shortage of property, expensive
Retail closing

Limited employment appeortunitiss

Limited public transport

Opportunities:

Provide more affordable housing
Increase leisure facilitias

Attract new people

Mew finance for infrastructure

More power to affect decision making

Threats:

Inappropriate development

Megative change to character of villages

Overburden amenities and infrastructure

Laoss of open space

Too much traffic on roads

Local authority overrides or Government changes legislation
Lack of Lacal Plan

e

T M . o (7 O
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/. ASPIRATIONS

RICKINGHALL

The Neighbourhood Plan will plan for the next 20 years and cover a number of topics
and the Steering Group has identified a number of potential aspirations for the Plan.

Do you agree? Have we missed anything?

THEVILLAGES

= What community want it to look like over next 20 years
+  Maintain Villages feel

* Maintain Villages ldenticy

= A Community feel

HOUSING

* Delivering Sustainable Housing Development
*  Housing Mix to meet local needs

* Development proportional to our size

*  Restrice bullding up to the bypass

*  Meeting true Housing needs

JOBS

»  3mall Business Development

*  Encourage local labour on new developments
* [Encourage businesses

FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE

*  Having adequate Infrastructure

*  Maintaining services

* Maintain public areas

* Provide a list of schemes for the Community Infrastructure Levy funding
*  Encouraging healthy lifestyles

= Considerate to overall wellbeing

LOCAL CHARACTER AND IDENTITY
= Design of development

*  Mew development is harmonious

* Energy Efficiency

THE PLAN
* Providing a voice that Mid Suffolk must listen to
+  Having an overall strategy for the villages

G




8. HOUSING

BOTESDALE &
RICKINGHALL

GURHOOD

Providing for new homes will need to feature in the Plan.

There is an expectation that we must build new homes to meet the
needs of the local area.

= Between zoo1and 2015 there were :.Z.s new homes built inthe villages. This represents a 21% increase over that

time. By comparison, the number of
period.

omes across Mid Suffolk also grew by exactly the same percentage in the same

= [fthe rate of growth over the last 15 years continued we'd need zzonew homes in the next 2o years,

* |fthe more recent growth rates continued we'd only need 100 new homes.

* In reality, we probably need to plan for somewhere in between these figures.

* BUT we need to make sure that any growth doesn't ruin the villages and that there's sufficient infrastructure to cope

Number af hames

On average, 11 homes were built
Feary year between 1001 & 3016
But owver the last B years the
grivath had only averaged ¢
homas a year

House sizes

The proportion af g

bedroom homes is
less than across Mid
Suffalk

RS ™" e

An ageing population

5% of the
populationin 2o
wal over By

Mid Suffolk Population Forecast

The population of Mid Suffolk ks ot to grow by 11,000 in the nest
20 years, Bul the population aged over b5 will giow by 13,000



9. HOUSING o

RIC hIHL-HHLL

MEIC ooD

Where should growth take plcwer?

In 2015 and in 2016 Mid Suffolk Council issued a call
for sites” asking landowners and developers to submit
sites that they thought would be suitable for housing
or employmentuses. Those sites are illustrated here.

e = ." "H_ | g
The Steering Group are using government funded FTlade e
support to assess the suitability of these sites for e T
development but it will not be necessaryto allocate
them all for developmentin the Meighbourhood Plan.

G
New Mid Suffolk Local Plan <3

The new Local Planfor Mid Suffelk is
being prepared and it will allocate sites
for development in our villages unless the
Meighbourhood Plan decides locally
where the developmentwill take place.

=
b2

i Mid Suffolk have granted planning permissionfor 42
# homes off Gardenhouse Lane and a planning application is
currently being considered for 40 homes at Back Hills.

Even if both sites went ahead, it is still likely that we'll need
further housing sites before 2036.

But given the ageing population, what sot of housing do
we need?

The O u# '''' e

*".-" Valley I'b-uu = Pagate. Redgy

wgz’lbcomtdt | readezn,ty befom-r d,eoc,da,ng which sites
wdbbexa.uocated/for developme/nt




10. WHAT NEXT? o

NEICHR f=lalsl
PLA

Over the coming months the Steering Group will be focusing on a
number of projects

Questionnaires

You'll soon be receiving a detailed questionnaire which will help
us to get up to date information and views about the residents
of the villages and your neads.

All completed questionnaires received by 28th July will be
entered into a prize draw

We'll also be sending out separate questionnairesto 112-18 year
olds and to businesses.

Character Appraisals

We're getting assessmentsof the important
landscape and building characteristics that
will be used to informthe locationand type
of development and what areas should be
further protected from harmfui deveiopment.

Site Assessments
As mentioned on the previous board, we're
goingto see which potential sites are best for
development and when that work is done,
we'll consult you before choosing any sites.

Can you help?

If you want to get involved, even if it’s only for a specific
piece of work, then please let us know

Keep up to date — visit the Neighbourhood Plan website

www.rickinghall.onesuffolk.net/neighbourhood-plan/

P e TR . nc

R S
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August 2017
Parish Magazine

Confirmation that surveys were distributed to all households, also available online,
and should have been completed by 28.7.17. The magazine also carried a
Neighbourhood Plan “Call for Sites” request to landowners or other interested parties.

October 2017
Parish Magazine

Grant approved for Landscape Appraisal. 30% of households returned their survey,
results being analysed. Noted that the Mid Suffolk and Babergh Local Plan was out

for consultation until 10.11.17.

November 2017
Parish Magazine

Landscape Appraisal to start in November (with a full grant) Meeting with MSDC
planned to ensure NP dovetails with the Local Plan. Evidence gathering continues.

December 2017
Parish Magazine

Landscape Appraisal in progress; Surveys continue to be analysed; target for NP
completion is early 2019. Public Meeting advertised for 10.1.18.

February 2018
Parish Magazine

Due to high workload, 10.1.18 meeting postponed until 21.2.18. Advised the NPSG
had visited all potential development sites (from the MSDC SHELAA and NP Call for
Sites) to form its view on suitability, that will inform The Plan. Landscape Appraisal

report imminent.

February 2018 Residents’ Briefing

Botesdale & Rickinghall
Residents’ Meeting

Discussion/Presentation

Outcome

Date : 21.2.18

Venue : Botesdale Village
Hall

Public Attendees : 23

Attending :
NPSG : D Bavington-Lowe, J
Broadbent,

R Brown, W Sargeant, P
Schofield
Planning Consultant : |
Poole

Presentation on NP progress. Emphasis
on ongoing request for residents’ views.

Supported by :

e Administrative : planning documents
(e.g. Draft Joint Local Plan,
Community Land Trust guidance)

e NPSG survey results : indicating
housing type and volume demand

e Build activity :description of planning
applications versus MSDC new build
expectations

e Landscape : completed Land Appraisal
with enlarged copies of
designations, views, and areas of
notable character

NPSG sought to :

1. Disseminate the latest information
available

2. Build awareness of the imminent
Character Assessment

3. Answer residents’ questions

4. Capture residents’ opinions

Informal discussions centred around the 3
display-based presentations on Land
Appraisal, Housing, and Survey results.

Discussion included the principles behind
the Landscape Appraisal Report and its
relevance to the NP, which was well-
received, with public attention focussed
on the personal and village-wide impact
potential housing development would
have.

Overall interest was good from most
visitors with much focus on maintaining
the rural aspects of the villages, existing
street scene and limiting the impact that
housing development would have on the
current community feel and infrastructure.

While the overall impression was that the
BRNP was a benefit to the villages, there
was general uncertainty regarding the
effectiveness of the NP in limiting
unwanted/unlimited development

This was a well-attended event by
concerned members of the public, willing
to engage in debate about the issues
concerning awareness and control of
inevitable changes to our villages.

The thanks expressed to the NP team by
several members of the public was an
indication of support for the BRNP.
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Botesdale & Rickinghall Neighbourhood Plan — Consultation Statement

Residents Briefing Images

Neighbourhood Plan Process described at the Residents’ Briefing

Neighbourhood Plan Building Mid-Suffolk District
Steering Group o Council
Tasks Neighbourhood ) Tasks

Plan
(NP)

——4§ Taskfinput not started
b+ Taskifinpul in progress
=i Taskiinput completed
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March 2018
Parish Magazine

Description of the value of the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) to the B&R
Parishes, increased from 15% to 25% once the NP is approved. The MSDC Community
Housing Fund was described, being a means for councils to provide locally controlled
affordable housing.

April 2018
Parish Magazine

Aiming to complete the first NP draft by the end of March (the April Parish Magazine
deadline was early March). The estimate for approval by MSDC is mid-2019.
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May 2018 Parish Magazine - Describing a Neighbourhood Plan

YOUR PLAN, YOUR FUTURE, YOUR SAY!
A Reminder and Update on the

Botesdale & Rickinghall Neighbourhood Plan BOTESDALE &

and Why it Matters! HCKINGHAL

The Current Climate - the Demand for New HOUSes. ..
We all know that change Wil happan (e new houses are neaded, and will be builf).
There's no getting around tal, but. ..

With a Neighbourhood Plan
.Ihe Neighbourtoad Plen rakes us resdy 1o resct bo whatever changs is thrown & us. It gives us
resspect within the planning authorities, who recogrise that we have made the o o cieerty state what

we do went in our villages. They have a legally-binding duty to take this irto sccount

What exactly /s the Mesghbourhood Plan?
A document thal describes owr vilages' character based on axisting howsing., faclities, road
BoUndanes, and Gresr Spaces, and - very FIpOFEntly - our ASpIRAtoNS about 1S future. It foroes s bo
take & good ook at all the benefits vwe hava, wriba Eham down cledarly and concisaly, and describe how
ciangs should be comroliad bo retain the character of our surroundings

What it isn'T
It is not & barrier o all new building in the vilage. We ane axpacted 1o take our “fair share™ of new houses,
anmething that the authofties are carrenlly sstessing. As we'ne wirking cossly with therm, we undesstand
the pressures they tace, and can demonstrate our willingness to cooperate in @ controlled way

Stetus and Timing
Wiorking on the Neighbourhood Plan has provided the apportunity to gather significant knowledge about
our vilages. We started in mid-2017, since when we have received independent professional reports on

e area’s lndscape, s character 0 larms of buikings and youl, the vabiy of builkding an vk
land, ard how such new building should be aranged to fit in with the village. If all the plans alreaty in the
pipeling produce the rumber of houses they deseribe, s uniikely we'd be expected 1o accommodate ary
miore houses until 2056, We aim bo publish the first Neighbourhood Plan deafl for Mid-Suffolk District
Councils approval this Summer

What area does it cover?
The paranes of Botesdale and Rickinghall {Inferior and Supesion

Who's making this plan?

A group of concemead Bolasdals and Rickinghall villagers, sager 10 regain a8 much control s possible
over The decions made by olhers aboul our vilages

Why ara you telling me this™
We warl everyone in Bolesdale & Rickinghall te be aware of whal’s going on, 5o we'ra all wel-informed,
and 50 you appreciate that your views do count. We continue 1o carvas opinion following the 2017

surveys, at public meetings, via this magazine, through word of mouth, ele, so plaase make your Views
known, 50 we make the most of this opportunity - sea this spot in the magarine aach month for updates

Who's paying for this?
The Govermrment provides grants and free asstance lo encourage the development ol Neighbourhood
Plarts, 0 we can fchde professional advies when needed to ensure the validity of the final decurment.
The group of people in e vikeges that ae colating information and the plan tsell are volrteers

For more details, sas hitpabotesdales onecufiolk.net/nesghbowrhood -plan, or contact the
Meighbourhood Plan Steering Group on 01379 800141 or email rickinghall_po@ibtoperworkl.oom
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June 2018 Parish Magazine - Current status and a diagram describing Plan Process

YOUR PLAN, YOUR FUTURE, YOUR SAY! L

RICKINTGHALL

An Update on the Botesdale & Rickinghall Neighbourhood Plan
Froam T Meighiasrteasd PMae S sy Grouge

¥e hops last month's summany of our Neighbowrhood Plan was ussful and answerad any guestions you
may hawe had. If not, make surs you contact us [the Neighbourhood Plan Stesning Growp) on 01378
88041 or amail rickinghall_pc@btopanworkd com.

Our foszus now fwe'ra writing this at the beginning of May?) i on transfeming all the information we've
pgathered into a draft warsion of the Meighbowhood Plan, which, by the tims you read this should bs
closs to complation, and ready for review by you and Mid-Suffolk District Council (MSDC.

Fiolborwing MSDC s approval, you will have ancther opportunity to commant on whether the draft version
ESMVEE (TS pUNpOSe, i promoting your views on our villages and their future a5 well as wa can, whils
remaining in abgnmeant with MSDC's plans for the disticts of Babergh and Mid-Suffolk, known as The
odnt Locs! Pian - sae httpe ferwnw midsuifiolk gowv ukplanning/planning-policyy nenwjoint-local-plans

The Joint Local Plan i itssif in draft form, so we have the opportunity to influsncs it and vice-versa, so
we iogather produce dovstailing plans that will serve to smiooth the way for 2 more controllad budding
anvironment owver the years to come. The disgram bebow may be halpful in describing the process, and
whats we are in it - once agan, please feal free to lat us know your views, 8: it & these we want to
reprasent in the Meighbourhood Plan.

Meighbourhood N
Plan Steering o Mid-Suffolk
Group Tasks Building District Coumncil
. a Meighbourhood Tasks
Plan (MNP}
Pty T
BaThciaas
l'h.-h-l:l!lr.-qr
Bmincen Serey o
Fubitc Wesings
rabrsund Draft
areneunt |4 .| Meighbourhood Js-
e Plan
] i e
Edarvily I
A s o
nat identfied b
edneawhiens
“Made"
(tested & approved)

MNeighbourhood
Plan

— =i TECWER 131 CTTRE
srara e Tosicinpee m progreas
i TEbirpri compieeed

31



July 2018 Parish Magazine - Further encouragement to Have Your Say!

The Botesdale & Rickinghall Neighbourhood Plan
A Lighthearted View

-

S
@)

Neighbourhood
Plan Steering q
- an
completing 2
the jigsaw
for
Botesdale & 0 TN ruRe
Rickinghall ’
YOUR | SAY!
Than we'll tweak it as necassary,
The Stearing get the Parish Councils' approval,
— Group is busy then it's your tum! More about the
Fr 3 " preparing to take Autumn Launch Event, when you
f 0 % our draft plan for RpsSmessa  Can soe and comment on the
I '::H:V ¢ informal review EICKEIRNGHALL datails of the F"Iﬂ'i, Xt rmorth.
s " with Mid-Suffolk SREREETS. o Maa_nwhila, n;njn-y YOUr SUMmimaer,
District Council | and if you think thera are any

missing pieces, let us know asap!

For more details, ses htp-//botesdale_onesuffolk.net/neighbourhood-plan/,
or to have your say, contact the Neighbourhood Plan Stearing Group on
01379 890141 or email nckinghall_pc@btopeanworld.com
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August 2018 Parish Magazine - Focus on Residents’ concerns, and status update

August 2018
Parish Magazine

Advised that the NPSG had met with Hastoe Housing Association to understand more
about their approach to affordable housing. Advising that Parish Councils must
approve the NP prior to the Consultation Period.
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The Botesdale & Rickinghall Neighbourhood Plan

BOTESDALE &

* * What’s on your radar? * * RICKINGHALL
** Do you have anything to add? * * NEIGHEOURHOOD

PFLAN

This “radar” shows many of the things your Neighbourhood Plan team has been debating
over the past 18 months, leading to several iterations of our draft Neighbourhood Plan, now
nearing completion. i you would like to comment, please contact the Neighbourhood Plan

Stearing Group on 01379 8904 41 or email rickinghall_pc@btopenword.com. Thank you.

School
Roada? Facilitiea?

Here's what happens to the draft Meighbourhood Plan (MP) next -

August-=Movember®

MHowvember #
December-=February *

informal review by Mid-Suffolk District Council (MSDC)

MP Steering Committee agrees any changes with MSDC

NP approval by Boteedale and Rickinghall Parieh Councila
consultation on draft NP with YOU for your views

recording of all consultation commente with responaea

back to the Parish CGouncils for their final approval

gubmit final Meighbourhood Plan for official examination/approval
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October 2018 Parish Magazine - Status Update — First Plan Draft Complete

The Botesdale & Rickinghall Neighbourhood Plan

October 2018 Update

After many months of collaboration with our villagers,
Mid-Suffolk District Council (MSDC) and independeant

advisors on the villages' character, landscape and
building activity...

...the Neighbouwrhood Plan Steering Group has
completed a draft that has been submitted to MSDC
for an informal assesament

This asseszment is to confirm that we are on the “right
track”, ie synchronised with Government and MSDC
planning regulations, a pre-reguisite for all
MNeighbourhood Plans

Updates can then be made by the Steering Group ready
for presentation to YOU the villagers for comment

This is the “"Consultation Period”™ lasting & weeks, that
will start in November (detads to follow in local
advertising, incleding next month's FParish Magazine)

The Steering Group looks forward to as many of our
villagers teking part as possible - all commenis will be
noted and form a part of the final Plan

Far mora delais, sse N LS /hoteddale onssuftoly. el reaigh bournoss-plan’,
of bio heave your say, contact the Neighbouraod Plan Steedng Group
on 01378 B0 41 or email rckinghall_peibio perwarkd. com
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November / December 2018 - The Statutory Pre-Submission Consultation Period

Parish Magazine - Reminder Consultation Period underway

November 2018
Parish Magazine

Confirms NP Consultation Period will be from 9.11.18 to 21.12.18 inclusive, following a
briefing to the B&R Parish Councils to seek their (mandatory) approval. Three Launch
Events announced to coincide with the first week of the Consultation Period, plus
direction to the websites/local posters for details on how to comment on paper or
online.

Dec/Jan 2018/19
Parish Magazine

Reminder NP Consultation Period underway, ending on 21.12.18 (see image below).

Parish Magazine article in the December/January 2018 issue
to remind residents about the Consultation Period

Make sure you have YOUR say about
HOW it changes before the
Neighbourhood Plan Consultation
ends at 5.00pm on December 21st

All [written) comments will be recorded and
inform the content of the plan to be submitted
to Mid Suffolk District Council in early 2019

See the Plan and
Record Your Comments
Printed copies of the Plan and comment
forms are available at the the Bell Inn
Online versions at :
www.botesdale.onesuffolk.net
www.rickinghall.onesuffolk.net

For help
emall rickinghall_pc@btopenworid.com
or phone
Botesdale PC Chalrman
William Sargeant
01379 890138

The Botesdale & Rickinghall Nelghbourhood Plan
alms to protect and enhance the treasured quality of
life that the villages offer for the benefit of their
existing and future communities
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Additional Promotion of the Consultation Period

Several channels were used to ensure public awareness of the Consultation Period :

e The Parish Magazine (see references above)
e Roadside banners and A4 window/noticeboard posters
0 these were widely displayed at multiple venues around the villages week beginning
22.11.18, at roadsides, in and around schools, churches, the health centre, public and
private houses to raise awareness of the Consultation Period.

Roadside Banners

. Have Your Say!

~{-?"w Neighbourhood

Plan Consultation

These were located at prominent sites such as road T-junctions.

BOTESDALE &
KINGHA
] mﬁu‘f-s{'lmnl

[y Care for 2-537 alds

Have Youi'"Sayf

== Neighbourhood
Plan Consultation
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A4 Poster for Windows and Noticeboards

These were distributed week beginning 22.11.18, and placed in village halls, noticeboards, clubs, pubs,
businesses, residents” windows, churches, and the Health Centre.

Your Chance to Have Your Say
about how
Your Neighbourhood
could change between

BOTESDALE &
RICKINGHALL
now & 2036 NEIGHBEOURHOOD

PLANM

Discuss the Plan
with the
Steering Group
at 3 Launch Events

Saturday 10th November
9:00am-2:00pm
Botesdale Village Hall

E N

;o

AT B

Friday 16th November
2:00pm-7:00pm
Rickinghall Village Hall
Saturday 17th November
9:00am-2:00pm
Rickinghall Village Hall

See the Plan
and Record
Your Comments

Lo "
Faloors FHall
b

aufy LI

Neighbourhood Plan
Consultation

Printed Plan and Comment

Provide your feedback before the draft Plan is Forms available at the launch
submitted to Mid Suffolk District Council for approval events or the Bell Inn
- Online versions at
Come to a launch event to find out more about the www.botesdale.onesuffolk.net
Plan over tea and coffee www.rickinghall.onesuffolk.net
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group looks
9 g P For help

forward to receiving your comments - all (written)
comments will be recorded and inform the content
of the final Plan

email
rickinghall_pc@btopenworid.com
or phone Botesdale PC Chairman
i William Sargeant
The Consultation runs from November 9th to December 21st 01379 890138
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A4 Poster in noticeboard at St Mary's Church Rickinghall
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November/December 2018 Consultation Period - Launch Sessions
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Launch Meeting 1

Discussion/Presentation

Outcome

Date: 10.11.18 9am -
2pm

Venue : Botesdale Village
Hall

Public Attendees : 35

Attending Consultants /
Statutory Bodies
NPSG : S Coe, P Schofield

Comprehensive display of the
Neighbourhood Plan process, its status
in the Planning hierarchy, and content
to facilitate understanding of the Plan
and its Policies to residents. Multiple
copies of the Plan and all supporting
materials made available. NPSG
members on hand to answer any
questions and encourage written
comments.

Good attendance. NPSG encouraged to
see

resident engagement exhibited by making
time to properly understand and comment
on the Plan:

e studying the displayed
presentation

e reading significant sections of the
Plan and the associated
supporting material

e engaging in meaningful
conversation with the NPSG

Launch Meeting 2

Discussion/Presentation

Outcome

Date: 16.11.18 2pm -
7pm

Venue : Rickinghall Village
Hall

Public Attendees : 40

Attending Consultants /
Statutory Bodies
NPSG : S Coe, C Matthews, W
Sargeant

Comprehensive display of the
Neighbourhood Plan process, its status
in the Planning hierarchy, and content
to facilitate understanding of the Plan
and its Policies to residents. Multiple
copies of the Plan and all supporting
materials made available. NPSG
members on hand to answer any
questions and encourage written
comments.

Good attendance. NPSG encouraged to
see

resident engagement exhibited by making
time to properly understand and comment
on the Plan:

e studying the displayed
presentation

e reading significant sections of the
Plan and the associated
supporting material

e engaging in meaningful
conversation with the NPSG
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Launch Meeting 3

Discussion/Presentation

Outcome

Date:17.11.18 9am -
2pm

Venue : Rickinghall Village
Hall

Public Attendees : 35

Attending Consultants /
Statutory Bodies
NPSG : R Brown, C Matthews,
W Sargeant,

P Schofield

Comprehensive display of the
Neighbourhood Plan process, its status
in the Planning hierarchy, and content
to facilitate understanding of the Plan
and its Policies to residents. Multiple
copies of the Plan and all supporting
materials made available. NPSG
members on hand to answer any
questions and encourage written
comments.

Good attendance. NPSG encouraged to
see

resident engagement exhibited by making
time to properly understand and
comment on the Plan :

e studying the displayed
presentation

e reading significant sections of the
Plan and the associated
supporting material

e engaging in meaningful
conversation with the NPSG

Comments form being submitted :
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The following pages illustrate the information boards from the Launch Meetings.

%hTI!DAL[ &

ICEINGHALL

. Welcome

The story so far

In 2017 the Parish Councils agreed to jointly prepare a Neighbourhood Plan for the villages. Since that time a
Steering Group has, with the aid of professional support, undertaken background research and

consultation on what the Plan should cover.

We've now reached an important stage in its preparation and are consulting widely on the Draft Plan.

What is a Neighbourhood How it is prepared

Pla n-“' There are a number of stages that have to be completed, as lllustrated. Some
¥ of these stages are governed by the regulations for preparing neighbourhood
It is a new kind of planning document plans and so there is no short cut

designed to allow local people to play an
active part in planning their area. It can guide

the development and conservation of the « Establish Steering Group
village. It can, for example, also identify + Designate Nelghbourhood Plan
propasals for: Area

* Improving areas;

« Providing new facilities; Communily Engagemant _.+1* Gather Evidence
= Sites for new development; ; e
* Protecting sites of environmental or historic

quality * ;
WE'RE HERE s, | * Identify Key lssues

e « * Prioritise 1ssues and Themes
1 + Write the Plan

[§ Community Engagement « Consult on Plan
1

]

i

When complete, it will form part of the
statutory development plan for the area,
meaning Mid Suffolk District Council and
Planning Inspectors will have to take note of
what it says when considering development

* Minimum 6 weeks
+ Opportunity 1o comment

propasals. |+ Amend Plan and
+| * Submit te Mid Suffolk District

Community Involvernent is a major part of Final Consultation by Mid Council

the process of developing a Neighbourhood SuTalie District Counil

Plan and it must be approved in a local i r:"_" i 4

referendum before it can be used. R IRE PGS RN

"4+ Independent Examination

Over the next 6 weeks you have an [l v REFERENDLUM
opportunity to read the Plan and
submit your comments to us.

WE NEED YOUR VIEWS
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2. The Draft Plan

Contents

* |ntreduction

* The Process

* Botesdale and Rickinghall — History and Now
*  Current Issues

* Planning Policy Context

* The Plan

* Vision and Objectives

+ Planning Strategy

* Housing

+ Historic and Natural Emvironment
* lobs, Services and Facilities

+ Transport and Travel

* Proposals Maps

Supporting Documents

* Housing Site Assessments

= Local Green Spaces

* Landscape Character Assessment

* Histonc Character Assessment

+  Household/Mousing Need Survey Summany
* Business Survey Summary

+  Youth Survey Summany

+  People and Population Report

The Plan contains:
Planning Policies

These will be used to supplement the Local
Plan when decisions on planning applications
are made

Community Actions

Local proposals that are not necessarily town
planning related but could improve life or
facilities in the village
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BOTESDALE &
RICEINGHALL

3. OurVision & Objectives "

Arising from the outcomes of the research and surveys,
the Plan’s over-arching vision is:

In 2036 Botesdale and Rickinghall will have maintained its significant historic built and
natural environment while accommodating sustainable growth that meets the needs of the

Parishes and their hinterland and ensures that appropriate levels of infrastructure and
services are retained and improved.

The Vision is supported by three topic areas, each with objectives that will
contribute to the delivery of the Vision.

Historic and Natural Environment Objectives
Conserve and enhance the heritage assets of Botesdale and Rickinghall.
Protect and improve the features which contribute to historic character,
Maintain the villages' rural setting.
Protect the important green spaces, woodland and countryside and public rights of way.
Protect important views and links to the wider countryside.
Promote the inclusion of native planting in and around existing and new developments.

Tin el e

Housing and Development Objectives

7. Ensure that the amount of new housing growth in Botesdale and Rickinghall, collectively a Core Village, is
appropriate and of a scale that the local infrastructure can support.

8.  Deliver housing that is tailored to the needs of local residents, and specifically includes affordable housing
provision.

9.  Ensure all development is of a high-quality design, eco-friendly and of a scale and nature that reinforces
local character,

10. Deliver development that is permeable by pedestrians and cyclists and has improved access to rights of
way in and around the villages.

Jobs, Services and Facilities Objectives
11. Protect and improve the range of existing community facilities and services.
12. Ensure that the broadband and mobile connectivity throughout the Plan Area meets the domestic, social
and business needs of the community.
13. Support small-scale business creation and retention.

Transport and Travel Objectives
14. Support and encourage safe and sustainable transport, including walking, cycling and public transport.
15. Improve bus services to enable access to services, secondary and tertiary education and employment.
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BOTESDALE &
RICEINGHALL

4. Planning Strategy

THE PLAN

Identifies the emount of housing growth in the villoges for up to 2036

Focuses the growth on the existing built-up areas of the villages

Enables low cost affordable housing to meet local needs to be built next to the Settlement Boundary

Pratects Playing Fields from being built on

Protects other important spaces as Local Green Space

Identifies important views that should be protected from the impaoct of development

Protects the landscape outside the built-up areas

Seeks to maintain important village characteristics
wawmqwmmmummwmmmem

N NN N R

.

Seeks to retain existing employment sites os well os shops, services and community focilities

+  The Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared taking into account the content of
both the National Planning Policy Framework and the adopted local plan
documents for Mid Suffolk

+ The 1938 local plan defines a single Setthement Boundary for the villages.

* The Neighbourhood Plan has revised the Boundary to take account of recent
changes and planned locations for development identified in the Neighbourhood
Plan.

+  Development within the Settlement Boundary is acceptable, in principhe. subject 1o
the potential impact of the proposal being acceptable.

+  Proposals for development outside the boundary will be treated as baing in the {
countryside and will have to demonstrate exceptional ciroumstances in order to be |
allowed.

Settlement Boundary

Policy B 1 - Spatial Strategy

46



Botesdale & Rickinghall Neighbourhood Plan — Consultation Statement

5. New Housing

Amaount of new housing

The government requires that “the ‘policies and allocations' in a Neighbourhood Plan should meet the identified housing requinement for the

settiement in full

= There is a need for nearly 10,000 new homes in Mid Suffolk by 2036
+ Around one third of this requirement is already in the pipeline.
+ Most of this new housing will be bullt in the larger towns of tha district.

+ There is an expectation that villages with a good level of services such as schools, shops and jobs will accommodate some growth.

The Neighbourhood Plan makes provision for the construction of 200 new homes between 2017 and 2036, including the homes that we

already know have planning permission but have yet to be built.

The location of new housing in Botesdale & Rickinghall

= Wea used the Government Neighbourhood Plan Support Programme to have known
potential sites assessed for their suitability for development.

+ The Assessment concluded that the sites could defiver mamy more homes than are
needed by 2036

* Because of the number of homes granted permission in the villages over the last 18
manths, we do not need 1o identify any new sites for housing over and above those
we already know about.

+ Spwe already know where most of the new homes will be built.
+ We cannot reverse the decision to approve planning permission on these sites.

2 howmenn Puacy B& H1 and

Py BT

=

o —
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BOTESDALE &
RICEKINGHALL

6. Housing Sites

Land at Back Hills Land north of Gardenhouse Lane

« The st b bcatod rest 10 Batesdain Primany Schacl + Mid Suffon Ditrics Councl ageoed bo prant plisning permbusion foe ip to 42
T el harmes in May 2017

»  Wustrafee kyoul identifed lnks to the public foolpsth and a new hedgerow

= Outfine planning permitsion granted n August 2018 for 40 dwellngs with: boundlary on The south-sest and rorh-sast udes of the s,
= U ez ) UGRC Retpathi < Approval subject to the appliant enbesing nto 4 Section 106 Planning
-+ ereation of public open wpace Otlgatian for he  prostidon of 35% aMpedabin housing e makieg @
- transfer of an ares of woodland to the Barish Council Wse of this land b5 to be comtribaition of ER000 tomeds bus ship Iprovements.
Spit teetwen the Sre-Scront / Primary School ang for 2 wichis wood 1o be + The parmission f et b isued by she i Councl
mw (EoNRINEE A Mkl holl Ny + Exsevrial that adstaniive scween planting i proviced along e ew bourdiries
that comprines nathe ees and Medgenta.
< webuche acorss broen the 51713 Hall Lare + The chetalled panpocal should maks pavison for play tcilities
- Wmperved pedesiran boks t0 The Steet b erme that the deelopment i
intecuaned w0 the vilsge.

Thee Site Core ryst bk distnate S it coubd e devroped The Sile Caniapd balow Btirases how it could be deveioped

Back Hills 3 [~ | Garden House Lane

Land east of Rectory Hill East of Rectory Hill - =~ " = -~
*  Dutling planring pormission for 10 hemes approved in Febmusny 2078, N =N o om drmd
+ Oy thie Fninkmurm smeurd e hedgenow PRl 9 crRate & Lfe vehicls aesees Rickinghall S B
13 thie it 121 b rewnoved. " 2 = = v A
 New ard wihstmiive planting of ative species of trees and hedgerows s b el
pacidat along the bouncaies of tha site. o ;,—_ il

Thee Site Corcepl o the right Wustrates how IE couid be develaped

Pollcy B&R § - Land sait of Bettary Hill

DO YOU SUPPORT THESE POLICIES?

R 4

vy ]
¢ al ....I
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/. Housing Sites

GOTEIDALE &
RICKINGHALL

I0YT-2006

Land to the rear of Willowmere, Garden House Lane

Miiid Subfelk approved planning pemmsaon for 10 homes in Lrcary 2118

= Eabiteng hecgeroms mnd s must iemain and be meinboroed in order to educe
tha impact of the devslapment on the cousryside to the pouth and wert of ihe
e

= A ennection B the adleieg public lootpath et the south-west come of The
it must he provided.

The Site Concept below illusiates how it cowld be oewloped

Rear of Willowmere, Garden House Lane -

LT
% . . = %

VA

Policy BAR 6 - Land to the rear of Willowmere. Ganden Heuse Lass

A peE ol U5 mecraed dadl of Wk o CRBFTN b " - Al area i
155, gieanl

Land south of Diss Road

Midd Suffod appecved plinning pemutision for 69 hames in Aprl 2018
= Thi pemeson mecues 155% of the haime 1o be “afondaie’

»  The developmant muad alio penide pubde open spece and childen's. play

= Aoomis vl b from Dise Rosd Lug thee mun be a isabpath link 1 Chapsl Lina

= A ertamatile draeage pocd will be nested sdacet o D Rasd 12 prevent
ety from e waber

= Naw wcrean planting will be prosided on the wouthenn baunday
The SRe Conoep bl iatrates how i coukl be developen
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8. Housing Policies

BOTESDALE &
RICEKINGHALL

1037

J006&

Affordable Housing

Although the sllcoations in the Plan will provide over 50 homes clagsified
as “affordable’, we want to have the abilty to provide additional
atfordable housing to mest the resds of local residents during the
Tifetamie of the Plan,

As an mception, alfordable housing will be allowed outside the
Settlement Boundary 1o meet an identified local need.

Ary housing bist under this approach would, n the first instance, be
offered 1o those with & demonstrated local connection.

Policy B&R B - Aftordable Mousing an Rural Exception Sites

House Sizes

+ Thers is a comparative shortfall of three-bedroomad homes in the
willages whan compared wwith Mid Sulfole a5 a whole.

*  Providing mone three-bedroomed homes will belp tamilies grow ang
remain in the villages.

Policy B&IR 9 - Housing Mix
W ot e

50

Housing Space Standards
Some new hames can be too small for moden needs. especially for those
downaizing from larger properties.
W want new homes 80 mest the gowsmment recommenced minimurn
ipace
Currently housabuikders do nol have to meet these govermmaent standards
unbess they're in a planning poalicy.

— -

|l — —

—_— i ————

-

Lifetime Homes

Hew hames need to address the needs of an ageing population in the
design of new homes,

The Lifstime Homes (LTv) standard s & set of 16 desgn crtena that
previde a model for buiiding accessible and adaptable homes and ‘seeks to
emable ipereval needs’ housing fo provide, either from the outsef or through
sirmole arnd cost-effective

and changing needs of diverse howsehoids.’
New homes abio need to be ready to accept new technology such &=
superfast broadband and electric vehicley/

Policy BAR 10 Delivering hames to moet the nesdy of all potential
accupanis
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9. Natural Environment

BOTESDALE &
RICEKINGHALL

Landscape Setting
W commoned @ Landsceps wdhmmwmm
Immportand fealurs tach a3 woodland and

mmhmmmdmmnmmﬂhhdﬂmn-
thmmmnhmdhmmmmhm
mew ot Local Plan

A new locel desigraton, the Aea of Local Landecape Serainivity, B made in the
Mpighbaouthaod Plan covering the SLA mma

The designation does nat, in et stop devedopment taking plice.

I ervsures that ary development within the ares should be designed to be in harmony
wirth B special churschenitics of the ama

Local Green Spaces

Open fpaces make important coptribations 1o the character and fefting of the
willages aetu liry e Laed 1ok i proding space b secreation

el b dmignade “Local Gieer Spaoey”,

Gnaenieer] paley mnaliey
T ddesignation shoold onky e used:
( Mmehnmﬂmmthl

* ﬂnhm—nmmhjbﬂmﬂmml
paiicular locsl sigeficance, b smample becsina of ity besuty, o
significance, recreational value (including = 8 pleyng Reld) angquility o
richnes of ity wilkilife: and

+  whers the green sma concemmsed i local in chatacter and is GOt N exberkie
st o lind

hmhdmmummmnnm far desdgnaticn in
e Mgl baod Plans A& ueguanatie seport his been prepansd

thmmsmwwmwummﬂumm

s a4 Ehat peguined for ulikny iervice provicens far tslacommunicatan sgupment

i ral sporaprate io deugrate the wpons Eiches m Local Gresn Space as thic
memmmmmumlmnh
wn

S the later beavd for details o how pliyieg feids oo protecrea

DO YOU SUPPORT THESE POLICIES?
. BT
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BOTEIDALE &
RICEINGH

TALL

Heritage Assets

*  We akesdy have an extensive Comenvation Area cerdred on The Street and
vy Lsted Balldirgs.

= Aspart of the background work on the Flan we have prepared a wepasaty
Historic Chamacter Assessmant

= e hirve also identiled & lange number of buildings that are rat Listed but
e woitiny ol Being protectied as Local Heritage Asnts.

= We will purile the designation of them the relevant authorities.

Design Considerations

*  MNew development should schieve a high-guaity design that erhances the
uridgue charactertitics of the wilages and ensures o bester quality of life for
residenti.

«  Unsympathetic and poorly designed development can have a
detrimantal impact on the area.
= Wihille it would not be appropriate to ngidly copy the architecniral
styles and designs of the village, the Plan does seek to ensure that
mmkﬂhmwmmuhm
= TheLandscape Appransal features which contribube 1o
mﬂﬂuﬂmmwmﬂthm

memaosial:
Chapel of 5t Botolph, Sotesdate (Grade B¢
Pire trees on The Street
St Mary's Lower Church, Rickinghall indesor;
The Growe woodland;

St Mary's Upper Church, Rickinghall Supericr;
Is essertial that they ane protected from ary harmtul impact when
plopasals for new are consicdersd

= 5 a8 R s o= a os R

DO YOU SUPPORT THESE POLICIES?
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BOTESDALE &
RICEKINGHALL

| |. Jobs and the Economy

At the time of the 2071 Cenwam, over 500 people wodied in the villages. Palicy BAR 17 - Retention of Exliting Employmant Sltes
= An increasing rumbser work from homa but there ane also businesses P P B i o,
and services that attract people 1o travel into the parishes for work. 1

= It ls important that exsting employment opportunities ae protected
and given the opporunity to expand ¥ they're not having a
detrimerial kmpact on the emimonment or infrastructune, including
roads.

= One of the main concentrations of jobs can be lound at Rickinghall
Buginess Centre on Finningham Road. These former ageicultural
buildings have been comverted to provide units for a number of small
businesses and provide employment opportunities for nesidents from
the local anea. The site is identified for retention as a business park.

+ Thet Meighbourhood Plan supports the creation of new jobs where such
development wouldn't have a detrimental Bmpact on the characie of
the area, the local road network and the amenity of residents living
near thie 4ite o on the Access route to the site,

= i envisaged that employment premises would rernain small in tenms
mMMﬁlummlMMWﬂmpkmpwmh

= Whaete now commtial developerant, i farm diversilication, is
proposed it ks important that buildings reflect the rural and agricultural
mmwuwmmmm-u-uhhmmm
which it

Rickinghall Business Centre %

-

Palicy B&R 18 - New businesses and employment
Propecials il

<]
il

.
P
¥

Policy BER 19 = Farm Diversification
E o  armpilcenl I pnclaed frachibonnd | R
it thasy
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| 2. Services and Facilities

Village Services and Facilities

cumudrrhcﬂimmsnmnhwﬂhgumumumm
contribution towards maintaining the health and welibeing. soclal,
educational, spiritual, recreational. belsure and cultural needs of residients.
and in reducing the need 1o travel,

The retention of these facinies and services B thersfore essential 1o the
Ivelihood of the villages and beips reduce mnral isolaton and sockal
exchusion

Heowapeer, it is recognised that demands change over time and it would be
unreasonable o mequine the retertion of facilities if there is o longer a
prowven need or demand for them In such cicumstances (@ might be
appropriate for those uses to be lost whene specific critera can be meat.

Policy Kﬁ.ﬂ.m Protecting l!ll.”nq services and faciiliica

Public Rights of Way
The villages have a good network of public rights of way,

They piovide opportunities for getting around the village as well as
reaching out into the wider cowntmyside.

It i bmportsnt that thess routes sre malntained srcd enhanced whens
possible.

New development may provide the possibility to extend the network and
this will be enplored whene appropeiate.

Policy BE&R 22 - Pulblic Righty of Way

Sport and Recreation Facilities

Opportunities for participating in exercise are important to the health of
wwwmmmhmmm

The Meighbouwhood Plan can play an important ole in making sute that
these ane sufficient and adequate services in the vwilages 1o meet the needs
of current and future residents.

Fﬁliq' l.l!ulvl. "'I - ﬂplnn Space, Sport and lbmn'h:n Facilities
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Comamunity Actions do not form part of the formal “development plan® but identify local initiatives to address ssues and concermns
raised dwing the community engagement undertaken in preparing the Plan, ﬂummﬂmmﬂmﬂﬂuﬂﬁhtﬁrhﬂnﬂ:
planning palicies to avoid confusion. The background behind the proposed actions is set out in the Neighbourhood Plan document.
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BOTESDALE &

RICEINGHALL

I 4I What Next? 20T -200 8

Consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan ends on 21 December

At the erd of the consultation the Steering Group will review all the submitted comments, including those from arganisations
such as Suffolk County Council, Matural England, Historic England, the District Council, as well as your comments betare
deciding if any amendments to the Plan are required.

At the same time a number of required supporting documents will be prepared and submitted to the District Coundil
alongside the Final Draft Plan - known as the “Submission Plan”,

Further Consultation

The District Council will carry out a further sik-week consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan before it is submitted to an
Independent Examiner,

Examination
The Independent Examiner will review the Plan and consider any objections ta it. The Examiner must consider:

+ whether having regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance by the Secretary of State, it is appropriate 1o
approve the neighbourhood plan,

the approval of the neighbourhood plan contributes to the achievement of sustainable development,

the approval of the neighbourhood plan is in general conformity with the strategic policies contained in the Mid Suffolk
Local Plan,

the approval of the neighbourhood development plan does not breach, and is otherwise compatible with, EL abligations,
and

The Examiner’s Report will recommend whether the Plan, possibly with amendments, should proceed to a Referendum in the
village,

-

Referendum

If the Examiner recommends that a Referendum on the Plan should take place, this will be organised by the District Council in
the same way as a local election. Motice will be given of the Referendum and all those living in the parishes that are entitled
to vote will be asked whether the Neighbourhood Plan should be approved. No matter how many turn out to vote, if more
vates say “Yes™ then the Meighbourhood Plan will be adopted.

You can submit your comments on the Draft Neighbourhood Plan online at
www.botesdale.onesuffolk.net or wwwi.rickinghall.onesuffolk.net
or, if you don't have the internet, by completing a comments form and sending
it to the address on the form

Your Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

Rarta blipwiedi

Thank you for visiting the Neighbourhood Plan consultation event today
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Policies Maps

SEE INSET MAPS FOR
MORE DETAIL INTFHIS
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Policies Maps

KEY
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Appendix C — The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
(NPSG)

This document has been produced by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, comprising :

e Desmond Bavington-Lowe (Botesdale Parish Councillor and resident)
e Jo Broadbent (Rickinghall resident)

e Robin Brown (Rickinghall Parish Councillor and resident)

e Sue Coe (Rickinghall resident)

e Jordan Fox (Botesdale resident and Rickinghall business owner)

e Clive Matthews (Rickinghall Resident)

e Di Maywhort (Rickinghall resident)

e William Sargeant (Botesdale Parish Councillor and resident)

e Phil Schofield (Botesdale resident)

The Steering Group was assisted by Planning Consultant lan Poole of Places4People Planning
Consultancy Ltd and Leeann Jackson-Eve (Parish Clerk).
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