
Village Design Statement� 

BARKI NG-cum-DARMSDEN 

Suffolk 



,� 

r 

.-- 

\ 

J 
/ 



Introduction 

T his Village Design 
Statemen t ha s been 
research ed and pre pared by 
the resident s o f Bar king and 
D ar msden to desc ribe the 
visual character and qualities 
o f the two vi llages within 
the ir land scape se tting. 

The Statement has been 
guided by a local design team 
in close liaison with Mid 
Suffo lk Di strict Co uncil. I t 
draws tog ether local 
knowledge, views and ideas 
about the villages o f Barking 
and D arrnsden as they are 
now and how an y future 
development sho uld 
cont ribu te in a positive way to 
the unique charact er th at has 
bui lt up over centuries o f 
g rowth. 

Change can occur in many 
ways, no t o nly by large scale 
commercial or ho using 
deve lopment s, but also by 
small incremental changes to 
features such as garden fences 
and walls, doo rs, windo ws, 
roofs and even bv the choice 
o f trees and sh ru bs planted in 
ga rdens and hedges. An ill 
tho ught out decision co uld 
change the appearanc e o f a 
house, a view o r an ope n 
space forever or un til future 
change takes place. 

This Sta tem e nt is 
therefore relevant to: 

• every householder and 
property owner in the 
Parish 

• the Local Planning 
Authority and its office rs 

• the provider s of local 
services and facilit ies 

• developers, builders, 
architects, engineers and 
designers 

• the Parish Council and 
other local community 
groups. 

How does the 
Design 
Statement work? 

The Barking-cum
Darmsden Village Design 
Statement has been adopted 
by the District Council as 
Supplementary Planning 
Guidance. It will be a 
material consideration when 
dealing with planning 
applications. 

A statutory process 
already exists for the Parish 
Council to be consulted on 
planning applications. The 
Parish Council, in 
conjunction with the Village 
Design Group, will have 
regard to the terms of the 
design statement and will 
comment on the design 
aspects of applications 
accordingingly. 

The Statement also 
contains recommendations 
that are aimed at all those 
small-scale changes that 
could have a significant 
impact on the appearance of 
the villages but do not, in 
themselves, need planning 
permission. They are 
included in order to present 
a complete picture of the 
Parish and everyone 
involved in village life is 
asked to think about them 
before making any decisions 
about changing the 
appearance of their property. 

The village sign on BarkingTye 

The photographs of Barking and 
Darmsden which appear 

throughout this document have 
been chosen to illustrate 

positive examples of design in 
terms of scale and proportions, 

colour, texture , materials, 
planting and so on. 
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Historical background 

Shaping o f th e present 
settlement perhaps began 
with the es tablishment o f a 
Ro m an Road, the rou te o f 
which can still be detected 
along the no rtherly end o f 
Barking Tye. Scattered 
settlements, developed d uring 
Saxon times, bearing the 
names 'B erica's Peop le' and 
'Der rnodesaduna giving rise 
to presen t da y names. 
E stablishmen t o f the two 
ch urch es wou ld no doubt 
have provided community 
and ident ity that continues up 
to the present da y. 

orman times 
The D o mesday Bo o k 

recorded Barki ng wi th 60 
inhabitants (ad ult males) an d 
St. Mary's Church with 83 
acres of free land. Barking 
Manor belo nged to th e Abbo t 
of St. 'E theld reda and 
ex tensive p rod ucti ve 

m ano r was sold by the Crown . 
to Francis N eed ham. I t 
subseq uen tly pa ssed int o th e 
hands o f Francis Theobald , 
th e Rev Joseph G asco igne, 
Joh n Crowley and th en the 
Earl o f Ashburnham (1756). 
The ambitions of Sir Francis 
Needham appear to have lain 
with th e we aving settlement 
in the corner o f the pari sh 
w here he es ta blishe d a 
ma rket, based on the Barking 
Fair and to which of course 
he gave hi s name. N eedham 
Market, being on a line o f 
communication, saw increase d 
develo pm en t, leaving Barki ng 
and D arrnsd en in the wings. 

The Victorian 
parish 

The Local Government 
Act 1888 crea ted th e civil 
pari sh o f Ba rking cu m 
D arrnsden. T h is act and 
subseq uent lo cal gove rn ment 

woodland s Scattered settlements, developed legislation 

incl uding during Saxon times, bearing the established 
Boney th e 

names 'Berica's People' and 
(Bo nny) fra mework 
Wood wer e 'Dermodesaduna' gave for pub lic 

menti o ned . rise to the present day names. health an d 

Unde r the Normans, Barking 
Mano r wa s vested in the 
Bisho pric o f E ly 
(subse q uen tly p ro vid ing 
sus te na nce or income fo r the 
Church unti l 1611 ). Tw o o f 
the m ano rial farm s were also 
req uired to provide vic tuals to 
the religio us o rder at E ly. 

It see ms tha t Barking was 
largely spared the ravages o f 
'Black D eath ' due to the 
qu aran tine still rem em ber ed 
in th e name 'C hai nhouse' a t 
Needham Market one and a 
half miles away. 

The Reformation 
D uring th e refo r mation, 

the Ch urch was relie ved o f 
Barking M anor. In 16 11, the 

utili ties. T his mani fested itself 
in Barking and incidentally in 
villages throughout the 
coun try by th e construction 
of lo cal autho rity hou sing, a 
'Board ' schoo l (clo sed in 
1952, to become a much used 
village hall), piped water, 
electricity and in 1981, mai ns 
drainage. The To wn and 
Coun try Planning Act 1947 
saw the first active public 
co nt rol o f development. 

The Tye 
In year s gone by, Barking 

Tye was a relatively large 
common. Over th e years, 
pa rts o f the Tye became 
absorbed in to surro unding 
properti es. T his kin d o f 

pr essure o n unregulated area s 
led to ma ny commons being 
completely ab so rbed, in so me 
cases th e name becam e the 
only legac y. Fo rtu nately for 
Barking, approximately 30 
acres o f fine o pen spa ce still 
remain and are set to be 
preserved as a lasting amenity 
within the settlement. Barking 
Tye would have derived its 
identity as an un encl osed 
p oo r qu ality gra zing area of 
th e Man or of Barking. T he 
need fo r g razing dimini shed 
and the va lue o f o pe n spaces 
wa s increas ingly rec ogn ised . 
T he Tye was regi stered as 
com mo n under the 
Co m m o ns Registration Ac t of 
1965 and in 1969 byelaws 
we re passed to regulate i ts 
m anagement and use. The six 
remaining co m moner s' rig hts 
are rec orded and recogni sed 
bu t a re no longer exercised . 

From abo ut 190 9, Eas t 
Suffolk Co un ty Council 
p ro m o ted tenan t farming an d 
purchased three 'Cou nty 
farms' within th e Parish 
namely Top, Midd le and 
Lower Fa rm s, two o f which 
st ill remain as tenant ed 
working farms. 

ccess 
It seem s likely th at access 

to the villages between 

Ro m an tim es and the 

im p rov ement of the present 

road fro m the Gipping Valley 

was at bes t difficu lt, per hap s 

leavin g Barking and 

D ar rnsden ra ther iso lated 

with em ploy m en t mainly lo cal 

and ag ricultural. The railway 

cam e to N eedham Market in 

1846 and later Barking was 

inclu ded o n a Squirrel's bu s 

rou te, however until th e o nse t 

of Wo dd War II, with the 

strategic need fo r improved 
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acces s to Wattisham Airfi eld , 
the road remained 
unmetalled. 

Perhaps the change in use 
of the road and the motor car 
have given rise to the greates t 
single change in village Life 
th rough out its long histor y. 

h 
Altho ugh Bark.ing-cum

D armsden remains a united 
Parish , the two set tlemen ts 
retain their individuality and 
special characteristics. 
D espite the signi ficant 
di fferences and no dir ect 
Linking road, there is em pa thy, 
mutual concern and not 
in frequ ent "Although Barking-cum The wartimesoci al Darmsden remains a united Watti shamcontact. Parish , the two settlements retain Airfield is now Barking 

their individuality and special an Importantnow has 
characteristics." Army around 

150 dwellings and a 
population o f so me 410, 
D armsden 26 and 50 
respectively. (T here has of 
course been change compared 
with the Domesday record 
but g rowth has been larzel vb _ 

within the confines of 
N eedham Marke t and the 
peripheral Lion Barn 
Industrial E state. Barking and 
D arm sden preser ve their rural 
character. 

Perhaps in line with o the r 
Suffolk villages, a substan tial 
proporti on o f the inh ab itants 
of both Bar king and 
D armsden today travel to 
wor k outside the parish 
boundary and although there 
are man y retired inh abitants, 
this seems to arise from a 
desire to stay wh en 
employment ceases rathe r 
than the villages being seen as 
attractive retr eat s. 

In general , tran sport does 
not seem to be a particular 

problem. Many people have 
acc ess to one or more cars 
altho ugh, in so me instances, 
residents' particula r 
circumstanc es and the paucity 
of public transport dict ates 
that the y mo ve away fro m the 
rur al env ironment. 

c i� 
n s e� 

Of particular present day 
significance is the fact that 
Barking Tye has been 
registered unde r the 
Countryside Premium 
Scheme thu s continuing the 
pre servation and 
imp ro vem ent o f the o pe n 
space that is indivisible from 

Barki ng. 

Helic opter 
Base. Apart from the obviou s 
benefit of providin g much 
ne eded local employment, the 
fact that the principal 
access route runs through 
the length of Barkin g 
perhaps singly give rise to 
the most detrimental 
feature of village Life, 
namely the effect of traffic 
o n alm ost every part o f the 
village. N ewly introd uced 
speed Limits have see n 
some improveme n t but are 
o ften disregard ed. E fforts 
to procure a footway 

D espite the linear nature o f 
Bark ing, there is a srronz 

u b 

sense o f identi ty and 
community, and a positive 
wis h not only to preser ve 
those features of the 
se ttlement which are thou 

b
zht

wort hw hile but also to 

em brace beneficial change. 

Parish pump 

The village hall 

through the Bark.ing 
se ttlement have not yet 
come to fruition . In 
consequence, rather than 
walk, many resid ents use 
their car s when mo ving 
aro und the village . 

Entering the village 



Landscape character and the natural environment 

The Parish is charac terised 
by three ge ntly rolling ridges 
with two shallow valleys 
between them. N ar row 
waterco urses take rainwater to 
the River Gipping to the 
nor th east. In the main, the 
soi l type is heavy bo ulde r clay 
over deep chalk with alluvial 
sands and gravels lying on the 
valley floo r o f the G ipping. 
The heavy soils lend 
them selves to arab le farming 
part icularly whea t, barley, 
sugar beet and oil seed rape. 

Gentle landscape 
The gen tly rolling arab le 

landscapes to the no rth and 
wes t o f Darrnsden and to the 
south o f 

"The ancient woodlands Barking Tye The linear 
dominate the countryside and are large and nature of 

open with provide a rich and varied Barking 
few natu ral patchwork of natural landscape makes it 
features. The features." difficult to 
rest o f the 
Parish contains sma ll or 
medium scale fields that are 
enclosed by well-mai nta ined 
matu re hedgerows and cop ses. 

The ancient woodlands 
ru nning along the middle 
ridge do mina te the 
countryside and provide a 
rich and varied patc hwo rk o f 
natural landscape featu res. 
Mos t o f the Parish is 
designated as a Spec ial 
Landscape Area. 

Linear se tlement 
Bo th villages are lin ear in 

cha racter and tend to follow 
the two o uter ridges so the 
back edges o f the set tlements 
can be seen from many parts 
of the Parish. The panoramic 
views o f the open 
cou nt ryside from those 
properties are valued by thei r 
occuplers. 

Open spaces within the 
village edge, mainly 

comprising garden land , 
punctuate the built-up edge 
and help to reinforce the rural 
character and feeling o f 
harmony be tween buildings 
and their setting. 

Other than the occasional 
traditi onal farmstead in th e 
open co untryside the main 
settlem ent o f Barking follows 
both sides of the B1078. 
Only where the Tye opens 
o ut does the development 
restrict itself to one side of 
the road. 

In Darmsden, houses 
straggle along the private road 
leading to the tiny Church. 
Beyond that, houses, cottages 
and farms become very 

sporadic. 

regard any 
particular point as its centre. 
To some the magnificen t 
Church of St. Mary and the 
nearby Rector y and Hall 
are the logical focal point s. 
To o thers the ch arming 
Village H all and Fox Publi c 
Hou se provide a focu s, and 
to those living aro und the 
Tye, the 30 acres o f ope n 
space is seen as pivotal. 

A sense of 
cohesion 

It co uld be argued that Houses bordering the Tye 
the B1078 provides the 
ph ysical link between the 
village centres but there is 
much more to link the 
village than the main road. 
The very wide grass verges, 
the high proportion of 
hedges and trees, the 
muted colours of 
rendering, the red brick 
and clay tiles of the older 
houses, the wide gardens 

Old cottages 

and long views o ut into th e 
open co untrysi de beyo nd, all 
co nt ribute towards a feeling 
of harmo ny, co mple teness , 
ru rality and local 
distincti veness. 

Barking has developed 
slowly over man y centuries 
and still co ntains many 
buildings o f particular 
architectural and histor ic mer it. 

For example, Fairfax 
Hou se, The O ld School and 
most o f the old farms date 
from the 1500 's or be fore. 
Darmsden is also blessed with 
a rich herit age o f verna cular 
buildings including D arm sden 
and Tarston H alls and Priestly 
Cottage. 

Barking in pa rt icular has 
seen a number of mo de rn 
hou ses and bu ngalows built 
along the B1078 . These tend 
to be larger in scale than the 
mo re vernacular buildings and 
inco rpo rate a wider range o f 
building styles and ma terials 
that are co nside red alien to 
Barking's character. 
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LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
AND THE NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT 

Recommendations 

1. Every proposal that 
requires planning permission 
must be considered in the light 
of the Special Landscape 
Character designation that 
applies to most of the Parish. 
The aim must be to ensure that 
the essential rolling character 
of the landscape is retained 
and not harmed by any 
development and, if possible , 
is enhanced for future 
generations. It is essential to 
protect the character of the Tye 
from intrusive development. 

2. New developments must 
be designed to respect inward 
and outward views of the 
village and must give high 
priority to landscape design , 
incorporating wherever 
possible the use of native 
species of trees and other 
planting. The sensitive 
treatment of rear boundaries is 
of particular importance to 
ensure that existing and new 
development sits well in its 
landscape setting . 

3. The amenity and 
landscape value of spaces 
between houses is important 
and should be retained in the 
design of any new 
developments . 

4. Individual landowners 
should be encouraged to 
respect the character of the 
landscape and to add value to 
that character in their choice of 
native species, traditional 
wooden gates, brick and flint 
walls, etc. 

5. Wildlife is increasingly 
dependent upon a decreasing 
habitat. Landowners should be 
encouraged to add to the 
diversity of habitat within their 
properties and to liaise with 
neighbours to develop larger 
areas for wildlife . Particular 
emphasis should be placed on 

protecting existing habitats and 
species, and creating new 
habitats such as ponds, 
grassland and woodland 
connected by mature hedges 
and ditches . 

6. Overhead cables, with 
their associated pylons and 
poles, are considered to be 
one of the most intrusive and 
damaging features in the built 
up area and wider countryside . 
The Service Providers must be 
encouraged to remove and put 
underground such apparatus 
as soon as possible in order to 
improve the landscape 
character of the Parish. 

7. New developments and 
works by the main service 
providers should respect the 
rural character of the villages 
and every attempt must be 
made to lay underground 
cables to new developments. 

8. The visual effect of 
'creeping urbanism' in the 
countryside caused by features 
such as intrusive street 
lighting, road signage , concrete 
kerbs, characterless housing 
design, non-native tree 
planting is damaging to the 
appearance of the villages and 
should be avoided. 

Old bricks and local flints 

Native hedges and wooden gates 



The built environment 

As with many Suffolk 
villages, Barking and 
Darmsden have evolved in a 
mainly linear fashion over the 
last six centuries and 
consequently incorpor ate a 
variety of styles which, o n the 
whole, blend comfortably 
together. 

The area around the Forge 
and Battisford Road is the 
exception to the linear design, 
being a cluster of hou ses, old 
and new, which notwith
standing their very diversity, 
creates an integrated whole. 

Older houses 
Prior to the 20th century 

man y properties were good
sized farm s and built with 
vernacular Suffolk materials, 
being predominantly timber
framed construction with lath 
and plaster rend erin g or clay 
lump, either left in wood float 
finish or limewashed . 

Where brick was used , 
these were usually locally
made, so ft red / orange colour 
and uniform in texture (or 
occasionally Suffolk whites). 

Roofs were steeply pitched 
(possibly originall y thatched) 
and were covered with either 
plain or pan tiles, usually red 
in colour and handmade 
locally. A small number o f 
dormers were oft en 
incorporated. There were a 
few slate roofs. 

Traditionally, roof spans 
were rarely greater than 6 
metres: this being determined 
by the supply o f suitable 
timber - setting the trend for 
smaller-scale elements rather 
than large, bul ky build ings. 

Windows were o f small 
proportion, so me with small 
panes and thin glazing bar s, 
and some with leaded lights. 

Other features include 
painted wind ows mad e up of 

nar row modules. When these 
are used in rendered 
properties a dr ip-board is 
used abo ve the windows. In 
brick properties, the window 
arch is eithe r splayed or 
cambered. 

Larger b ildings 
There are a few substantial 

hou ses o f note within 
Barking. The Old Rectory is 
an imp osing brick , late 
Georgian residence (built 
1810) set well off the B1078 
behind the Church. 

The Church dates from 
Saxon times with later 
add itions. Just below the 
Church stands Barking HaJJ 
that originated in 1600 . The 
now mainl y single storey 
building that was once the 
coach hou se of the original 
Hall is used as a residential 
nursing home. 

There are a number of 
semi-detached 19th century 
brick built cottages that 
have been converted into 
single dwellings. Man y 
hou ses have had at least 
one additio n, so me single 
sto rey, so me two storey. 

A typical feature is a 
small porch over the front 
door. 

Da ms e 
The settlement of 

D armsden has its own 
particular character as mo st 
of the hou ses are pre 19th 
centu ry. They are of 
vernacular timber-framed 
construction with rend ered 
elevations of cream or pink. 

The roofs are steeply 
p itched , suggesting they 
may o nce have been 
thatched, although now 
most have red or brown 
clay pan tiles. Many houses 
have o utbuildings of both 

vernacular and mod ern 
designs although asbestos has 
o nly been used in so me farm 
o utbuildings. H ere att ention 
to careful preservation is 
probably more appropriate 
than development. 

ar i 
e e 
In Barking there has been 

considerable in-filling 
between the widely spaced 
older properties since the 
beginning of the 
20th century. 

These includ e both single 
and two sto rey prop erties, 

The Olde Shoppe 

The Grange 

Barking church 
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mostly of simple design. doors are either stained THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT 
These are usually of red brick wood or painted in whi te or Recommendations 
with red or brown con crete muted co lours such as dark 
tiles. Some partial timber red, blue or green. 9. It is important to ensure 
cladding and/or partial that future development will be As barn s and stables cease 

of high quality, imaginative and rendering has been used. to have agricultura l uses 
sympathetic design that will The pitch of the roo fs and so me have been carefully preserve and renew Barking's 

use of do rmer windows help converted to domestic traditional character. Well
to maintain the Suf folk rural dwellings using extensive designed buildings on any in-fill 
character. Many houses have black stained timber claddi ng plots should be encouraged . 
brick built garages, often on brick bases. 
double, as well as additions Nearly all houses in the 10. Designers should try to 

harmonise their plans with the and outb uildi ngs such as village have chimneys that 
traditional buildings in the sheds, wor ksho ps and give the buildings good Parish especially with the con servatories. Ca re needs to proportion , though many range of building materials, 

be taken in the future to chim neys are too small in techniques and designs now 
ensure that verna cular comparison to older on es. available. 
featur es Vernacular 
such as "Barking has developed windows are 11. Designs which seek to 

dormers, slowly over many centuries and also well achieve energy or resource 
conservation will be considered o ther still contains many buildings of prop ortion ed, 
favourably provided that other windows particular architectural and while more design issues set out in this 

and historic merit. " modern statement have not been 
chimneys windows often compromised . 
are correctly designed in detail lack good proportion and 
and scale. 12. The use of muted, rather detail. 

Co lour plays an important A small dev iation from than bright, colours would be 
more appropriate for any part in the character o f the linear settleme nt patt ern 
painted rendering or Barking. In general, colours is the sma ll local autho rity woodwork.

used on walls are dominated hou sing estate in Fox 
by cream and pink. Meadow. These are small 13. The low profile, simple 
Bargeboards are white, black two storey houses built using design of the village houses 
or green, and are simply yet plain Fletton bricks, each should be a primary 
bold y detailed. Ea rlier consideration. No house house having a small flat

should be un-neighbourly to or windows are usually painted roofed, single sto rey 
over-dominate those adjoining . white. Recen t windows are extension. The entrance to 

often stained dark brown, Fox Meado w is dominated 
alth ough this is not a by a poorly designed, brick 
vernacular finish. Garage built electricity sub-station . 

-

Dormer windows Cottage chimney 



The bui lt environment 

THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

Recommendations 
(continued ) 

14. Future development 
should not make 
uncharacteristic incursions into 
existing agricultural land. An 
urban-style estate would be 
totally damaging to the rural 
character of the village. 

15. The relationships 
between buildings are as 
important as the design of the 
buildings themselves. Skilful 
use of spaces between 
buildings can help any new 
development be better 
assimilated. In general , the 
spaces between buildings 
should be generous, to 
maintain the traditional form 
and character of Barking and 
Darmsden. 

16. It is strongly 
recommended that designers 
give careful consideration to 
the "Suffolk Design Guide for 
Residential Areas". where 
detailed guidance on design is 
graphically illustrated and 
explained. 

17. Existing buildings should 
be maintained as far as is 
practicable using original or 
sympathetic materials. 

"Nearly all houses in� 
the village have chimneys that� 

give the buildings good� 
proportion , as do� 

the well-proportioned windows� 
when viewed in relation to� 

the scale and dimensions of each� 
property."� 

Harvest House 

Roof-lines modern ... 
Darmsden church 

...and ancient Priestley Cottage 
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Windows and porches 

18. The preservation, or if 
appropriate , reinstatement, of 
any thatched property should 
be encouraged . Any extension 
to an existing roof should be in 
a matching type of tile or slate. 

19. Brickwork should be 
retained as far as possible in 
its natural state; over-painting 
should be avoided and any re
pointing should be carried out 
with an appropriate profile, 
texture and mortar. 

20. Any replacement of 
original windows should match 
those existing, be made of 
wood and be of a size in 
correct proportion to the 
facade. New wood windows 
should be painted or stained 
using an appropriate 
'architectural' stain which 
replicates the same finish. 
Careful consideration should 
be given to the aspect , size 
and number of any roof lights 
or dormers. 

21. Extensions should be 
subservient and respect the 
proportions of the original 
property, particularly their size, 
siting and outline. A pitched or 
gabled roof is always 
preferable to a flat roof and 
more in keeping with the rural 
character of the village. 
Garages should not obscure or 
over-dominate any existing 
adjacent building. Endeavours 
should be made to blend in 
development wherever 
possible. 

22. Over development of 
in-fill plots or existing garden 
areas by new building should 
be avoided in order to protect 
the special landscape quality 
and characteristics of the area. 

23. External facing and 
roofing materials should be of 
a high quality and respect the 
vernacular type of materials 
that prevail within the village. 
In this respect the use of red 
clay tiles (plain or pan tile) with 

good quality appropriately 
coloured bricks (predominately 
red) are recommended. The 
use of rendering to the walls 
with an appropriate coloured 
finish is also in keeping. In all 
cases the use of black 
coloured concrete tiles which 
are not traditional to this area 
of Suffolk is to be avoided. 

24. The layout of any new 
dwellings should seek to avoid 
dominance by highway 
infrastructure. 

25. The value of good 
landscaping cannot be 
underestimated. Anyone 
applying for planning consent 
is encouraged to consider the 
setting for the proposal (eg 
Special Landscape Area, 
Listed Building or Visually 
Important Open Space) and 
how a sensitive landscaping 
scheme could enhance the 
design . Applications that 
demonstrate the inclusion of 
appropriate boundary 
treatments and use of native 
species in planting schemes 
will be supported. The outer 
boundaries of the site are 
particularly important in this 
respect and close-boarded 
fences or non-native planting 
which gives an urban/suburban 
appearance to the area will be 
resisted, especially on the 
edge of the villages . 

The Village Design team 
suggests that full landscaping 
schemes should be submitted 
with all applications. 

26. The character of the 
listed buildings and their 
settings in the villages should 
be protected particularly from 
insensitive new development, 
in accordance with the policies 
of the Mid Suffolk Local Plan. 
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The economy 

The prosperity of Barking's 
sur viving rural community 
continues to be based on 
agriculture. However its close 
links to the A14 and A140 (to 
Norwich) and the railway 
sta tions at the towns of 
Needham Market , 
Stowmarket 

"Small scale enterprises will be and Ipswich land scape 
mean that welcomed within the village setting and 
viUagers can where it does not detract from the charact er of 
easily reach rural appearance and character of the villages 
the its surroundings." of Barking 
em ploymen t 
oppo rtunities that these 
cent res afford . 

The viUage is also p art o f a 
loca lised bus rou te and within 
ope rating distance of nearby 
taxi ran ks: 

Local businesses 
In addition to farms, the 

viUage also sustains a number 
of small businesses including 
a publ ic house, garage 
(incorporating a pet rol filling 
station, car sales and MOT 
bay) a build ing co n tractor and 
a working forge. 

On the edge o f the Pari sh 
and close to the town of 
Needham Market is situated 
an indus trial es tate wh ich 
co ntinues to expand with a 
diverse range o f business 
types and sizes. 

So me residents in the two 
viUages en joy the bene fits of 
worki ng from home thu s 
alleviating the nee d to drive 
excessive distanc es each day. 

Maintai ing 
prosperity 

T he pro sperity o f the 
viUage depend s upon 
enco uraging the co ntinued 
process o f economic growth, 
development and employme nt 
o pport unities wh ilst seeking 
to ensure that int erests of 
amenity, road safety and the 

environme nt are protected. 
A balance therefore needs 

to be struck, parti cularly in 
relatio n to the co ntinued 
expan sion and develo pment 
of the indus trial esta te, which 
is prominent in sh ort and 
long dista nce views, affects 

the 

and 
D arm sden and forms one o f 
the main en trances to 
Need ham Market. 

Its app earance at the 
mo ment however detracts in a 
number of ways: 

• so me plots are over
developed 

• insuffic ient space exists 
for landscap ing on some plo ts 
and the ma jori ty of 
landscaping und ertaken is 
either poorly man aged, has 
failed or is ins ubs tan tial in 
relation to the devel op ment 

• [j ttle native or 
perimeter land scaping 
exists 

• brigh t colo urs have 
been used as edging on 
buildings or associated 
fen cing 

• standard of design 
varies with some 
developments having 
interesting form, but has 
not been enhanced due to 
o ther factors such as those 

The Barking Forge 

THE ECONOMY 

Recommendations 

27. Small scale enterprises 
(of a light industrial nature) will 
be welcomed within the village 
where they do not detract from 
the rural appearance and 
character of their surroundings. 
Larger scale business (of a 
general nature) would be more 
appropriately located on the 
Lion Barn industrial estate. 

28. Redundant agricultural 
buildings in a sound condition 
provide scope to locate 
businesses within the village. 
Conversion to sympathetic 
business uses, which do not 
adversely affect visual amenity, 
will be supported . Working 
from home should be 
encouraged as it is a 
sustainable form of 
employment opportunity. 

listed above 
• the presence of high 

'barrack-s tyle' perime ter 
security fenc ing. 

...and the Barking Fox 
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29. Harmful visual effects 
caused by open storage, lorry 
parking, inappropriate security 
fencing and signage should be 
strongly resisted whilst 
expansion of existing 
businesses should be 
encouraged, unless adverse 
effects are likely to result. 

30. All commercial 
developments should 
harmonise with the character 
and setting of their 
environment and should take 
account of the following 
criteria : 

• High standards of design 
and layout should be achieved 
using materials which are in 
keeping with the area and 
which avoid the use of stark 
bright colours (both in use of 
external facing materials and 
all associate signs, street 
furniture and fencing) . 

• Over-development and 
over-intensive forms of 
development that are 
detrimental to road safety, 
visual amenity and residential 
amenity will be unacceptable. 

• Sufficient space should be 
provided for landscaping which 
will soften the impact of the 
development, such 
landscaping to take the form of 
perimeter planting (trees and 
hedge/shrub under-planting) of 
between 3-5 metres wide. 

• Sufficient on-site HGV and 
car parking/turning/loading/ 
unloading space should be 
provided to avoid such 
activities taking place on the 
industrial estate roads. 

• The introduction of high, 
imposing 'barrack-style' 
perimeter security fencing 
should be avoided while rear 
or 'hidden' compounds will be 
encouraged . 

• Release of land for 
industrial estate use within the 
Parish should seek to soften its 
impact on the landscape 
quality and character of the 
village with the promotion of 
further adequate perimeter 
planting of a strategic nature. 

• 'Visually interesting ' road 
layouts (with appropriate traffic 
calming measures) on any 
releases of industrial land will 
improve the quality of 
development that will ultimately 
take place and should be 
supported . Any new releases 
of industrial land within the 
village should be accompanied 
by proposals to carry out 
advance strategic landscaping 
belts around the sites to 
provide a landscaped and soft 
edge to the development. 

• All planting should be of a 
native species and should seek 
to screen development and 
create new wildlife habitats. 

A variety of local businesses 
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Highways 

The B1078 is the main 
road tha t serves Barking. I t is 
finished in tar macadam , with 
no raised footways for the 
majority of its length. It 
carri es two -way traffic and 
has an average wid th of seven 
metres. I t is restrict ed to a 30 
mph speed limit th ro ugh the 
village. 

Tr affic flow varies fro m 
moderate to heavy during 
mo rning and evening pea k 
period s and ligh t to mod erate 
at other times. Two minor 
roads branc h off the B1078: 

(i) to the village o f� 
Batti sfo rd and� 

(ii) to the village of� 
Willisha m .� 

ca sand� 
the e r men� 

In view of the lack o f� 
co ntinuous footways,� 
pedestrian safety is o f key� 
im portance to the village.� 

H owever, a ba lance needs 
to be struck between 
providing necessary 
infrastructure im provemen ts 
and improving pede strian 
safety, whi lst retaining the 
infor mality of the cha rac ter 
of the village so as to protect 
its special qua lities in visua l 
terms. 

"A balance needs to be struck 
between necessary infrastructure 

improvements and pedestrian 
safety, whilst retaining the 

informality of the character of the 
village." 

HIGHWAYS 

Recommendations 

31. Continued recognition of 
the 30 mph speed limit should 
be maintained including the 
use of discreet and 
sympathetic signs within the 
village urging motorists to drive 
with more care. 

32. Discreet traffic calming 
measures and highway 
signage to maintain high 
standards of road safety will be 
encouraged . However, such 
measures should be 
unobtrusive and avoid 
solutions that result in a 
clumsy and artificial narrowing 
of the carriageway or the 
application of inappropriate 
and brightly coloured top 
dressings to the road surface. 

33. Further measures such 
as the existing discreet 30 mph 
signs painted on the 
carriageway would be 
considered suitable for traffic 
calming. Full consultation with 
and approval by the Parish 
Council should be sought and 
obtained by the County 
Highway Authority in 
consultation with the District 
Council before any scheme is 
implemented. 

34. Where new footpaths 
are required to service new 
dwellings with frontages on to 
the B1078, provision should be 
made for continuing footways 
designed in a manner that 
reflects the rural setting . 

35. All new vehicular 
accesses on to the B1078 
should meet County Highway 
Authority requirements in terms 
of visibility splays and provision 
of on-site turning areas, so as 
to avoid the practice of 
vehicles reversing out on to the 
highway. The design of 
accesses will require careful 
treatment to avoid harmful 
visual effects. Hard and soft 
landscaping should be used to 
reduce these impacts. 

36. Any new vehicular 
accesses should be 
sympathetic in surface 
treatment to their surroundings 
- in particular those onto the 
Tye - to avoid black top tarmac 
or plain concrete surfaces 
which are considered 
inappropriate to the rural 
setting and to include rolled 
pea-shingle, grasscrete or 
appropriately coloured paviors. 

37. The construction of a 
continuous footway along the 
B1078, particularly between 
The Forge and Parsons Lane, 
has been supported as part of 
the Village Appra isal process . 
The precise location , route and 
surface treatment of any such 
footway to be the subject of full 
Parish consultation and 
approval prior to any scheme 
being implemented. 

38. Street lighting should be 
of an appropriate style; the 
position, amount and intensity 
of such lighting to be agreed 
with the Parish Council in order 
to ensure that inappropriate 
'urban ' levels of lighting and 
'light pollution' are avoided in 
order to protect visual 
amenit ies of the village and 

. residential amenity. 

39. Private security lighting 
installed on properties 
bordering public roads within 
the village should also be 
within appropriate constraints 
of intensity, positioning and 
amount to protect the visual 
amenities stated above. 

Traffic calming 
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